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Bomb explodes in downtown Baghdad 

NICOSIA (AP) — A carbomb exploded on Monday outside the Ishtar 
SheTaion hotel in Baghdad, Cable News Netwoilt said. Tbe report, from a 
journalist in Ba^idad, said an ambulance lAoed from the sc ene with its 
siren on. but dim was no inunediaie word on injuries. “Some cars were 
boined,” a hotel operator told the Associated Press in Nicosia. “No one is 
injured. Alt the people are safe,” he said before tbe line was cut. 
Telephone connections between Elagbdad and the ouoade worid have 
been erratic smce Iraq’s comRiunications facilities were largely destroyed 
during the Gulf war. CNN said the late afiemoon exploskm oocured near 
a United Natioiis vehicle, and authorities cordoned off tbe area and 
prevented reponen from entering. The Sheraton is across the street from 
the Palestine Hotel, the base for U.N. inspectors during their search for 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction. Inddenis of videach snch as car 
bomlrings are rare in Baghdad, wfaere security forces are omnipresent. 
Although many government bufldiogs and other militaiy targets in the 
Iraqi c^tal were badly damaged by allied bombifig during die war, the 
area around the Sheraton was spared. 
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PIED JERUSALEM 
— Idimnc fundamentalists 
to Arab-IsraeG peace 
buried rocks and bottles at 
l^ler Faisal A1 Hus- 
Mbod^ as be spoke in 
rt of fiegotiatioiK, Arab 
snd. Bdi. Hnsseini, a top 
r to Palestinian negotiators 
peace talks , was addressing 
A 1.500 readents of tbe oocu- 
j jtitt J West Baz& town of Ttilkann 
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Palestinians from the 
°^tioas movem^ began dtant- 
“Down with the traitors.” 
70 members of Hamas 
chairs and riffled oat light 
to bud at h^. Hussetni 
with rodcs and bottles. 
Demeii, a Palestinian, 
attend^ tbe speedi, 
was obvious they aimed 
Hbsseini.” Mr. Husseini 
(tft^iooluamed and escorted out 
’^-°cked i^W'haU by supporters, but 

were injured in die 
^ sources said. 
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AVIV (R) — Ultra- 
ihodox Jews opposed to ex-. 
VatioQ of a Jernsaiem burial site 
iibed a lareSdi centuiy Byzait- 
p mosaic with irremovable 
ck paint, the Israeli antiquities 
" hority s^-Mbnday. The au- 

p, ,.ioty, excavath^ an Armenian- 
„ Q bn^ site ip Arab East 

ssdd vandals removed 
ear-M piotecdng.tfae mosaic and 
mred paint over it. On the 
^^saic are inscriptions about 
; “The authority supposes 

it 78 ooe extremist Jewish 

^ p^lia-ortbodox groups who 
i the excavation at this 

lists, its statement said; adding 
CORK Du’g ghr^rthodox Jews had 
bo^^^^ideiied tb the site. 

^ it will be 

jmd I vEhrg’bie toiemove the paint witb- 
worid pueidsm^pi^ dm rare mosaic,” 
i nuKTqrstatenient added. 

ner-apwtmibs huHed at 

shop 
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WiiS (R) Two men be- 

j*i. 19.Tkt%{i to te Muslim militants 
her petrel bombs Monday at a 

oiavafliS^r sb^ owned by an Egyp- 
piaj.3 {9ifi« Christian, security sources 
votle^Mni The sonices said no one was 
ill recffititand the men got away. Hie 
er ye«'i *op in Cairo's densely- 
jirl asd Vjp^tedSbiibiaarea wassJigbt- 
■|d. p^^maged. Loral people helped 
} auu^ 9er Fans Tadros, S2, put out 
Su^iected Miisl^ fun- 
C. Hie i%entalists stabbed a beer ven- 
death in the soiitbeni 
and s^ptiaa town-of Assiut in Octo- 
v.eUiiP^-'^^^’boe sources said tbe mili- 
prei^ ^ bad waned tiie vendor not 
beer and an>erently killed 
p.vrtiCT be refu^ to comply 
™ their demands. 



1 wor^ year 
h record lor cholera 

W — This year was 
V OB racoid for the dis- 

vrith more than half 
• V-v ^bfllioo new rates reported, tbe 
* ™jotity of them in Latin 

the World Health 
ttd ,r7*8nisati6o (WHO) said Mon- 
r wWeb includes 

cases.fiom a sud- 
™ Fern, compares 
previons high of some 
craes notified to the 
body m 1971. Cholera 
uid “',7®* f^tb America for the first 
jcjitoi *^ft**® century in January and 
d “F affecting almost 

peo^rfe in 13 countries 
the continent WHO said 
xs Afci^ with some 

J tbe next worst 

suffered tbe hipest 

n^<'<>«ality:rate. 
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^iMsh starts 12-day 


air FORCE ONE 
: President Bush 
for Australia and Asia 
A W**y on a 12-day hardsell 
for American goods, 
to tell Pacific allies that 


jp, * two-way street. 

We Waul to put people to work 
at home, we've got to ex- 
* to open markets,” 

presid ent said as he boarded 
Po* ^ ^ journey to 
^ Althou^ initi^ly 

as a goodwill tour, the 
s . fflisskm was recast as the 
®®ooonric recovery faltered 

I Bush's approval rat- 

Air SP plunged. ^ 


House endorses 
92 budget 45-20 

Sharif Zeid pledges close cooperation 


with Parliament# Jardaneh emphasises 
need to adhere to seven-year programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Lower 
House of Parliarheni Monday en- 
dorsed the govenimem's 1992 
draft budget without any signifi- 
cant amendment. The vote was 
45 in favour out of a total of 65 
deputies of the 80-member House 
present during the session. 

The vote was taken Monday 
evening, after two days of debate 
.on the House floor following the 
submission to the deputies of the 
findings of a review of tbe budget 

by the House Finance Commit- 
tee. 

Most of the deputies who spoke 
focused on tbe rising unemployment 
and the need to improve tbe efficien- 
cy of public administiadOD as well as 
the needs of their respective consti- 
Coencies such as roads, schoob, hos- 
pitals and other government facilities 
and help for farmers. 

The JD 1 .27 billion budget projects 
a deficit of JD 107 million, compared 
to JD 3SI million in 1991. The gov- 
ernment hopes to cover it through 
foreign aid and borrowing. 

Objections to the budget came 
from some deputies, either because of 
ideological objectioRS lo the Interna- 


tional Monetary Fund (IMF) or be- 
cause they thought it would bring 
hitler prices and possibly social un- 
rest. 

Many officials expect the govern- 
ment will soon raise Ibe price of 
high-octane petrol, electricity, fuel 
oil. water, fong-disianoe telephone 
calls, with those on high incomes 
paying the bulk of roost increases. 

Addressing the House. Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
pledged lo work more closely with the 
ie^lative authority and to seek help 
from the Economic Consuiiativc 
Counctl (ECC) in tnaiieis related to 
medium-term planning of various 
projects. 

'Ilic prime minister said Jordan had 
survivi^ two crucial crises — the 
decline in the value of tbe Jordanian 
dinar in 1988 and the Gulf crisis which 
severely damaged the Kingrloin’seoo- 
nomy. 

He said the government will seek 
the expert opinion and advice from 
the E(^ on decisions related to the 
national economy and the Kingdom's 
monetary and financial affairs. 

Sharif Zeid said the government 
welcomed the views of all the de- 
puties and pledged to seek closer 
cooperation and constant consulta- 


tion with the House in all matters 
with a view to widening participatioa 
in dedsion-makiitg. 

The government will submit to tbe 
House its sodo-eoonomic plan based 
on sectoral and regional plans whicb 
would target all areas, with particular 
attention on the less developed re- 
gions and to agriculture and industry, 
Sharif Zeid said. 

The prime minister said that no 
overnight solutions could be found 
for unemployment and poverty. He 
said these issues as well as foreign 
debts are of high priority for the 
government and pledged to continue 
to exert serious efforts to seek solu- 
tions. 

He said unemployment in Jordan 
was one of the results of tbe low 
number of income-generating pro- 
jects compared with the high number 
of jobseckens and that many Jorda- 
nians refuse to take up blue-collar 
jobs. In addition, be said, Jordan is 
also grappling with the problem of the 
hundreds of thousands of expatriates 
who have returned to the Kingdom in 
the wake of the Gulf crisis. 

The education system has not yet 
been geared to meet the needs of tbe 

(Continued on pi^ 3) 


Carbomb kills 20 to 30 in 
busy Beirut neighbourhood 


BEIRUT (Ageficies) — A 
powerful carbomb, Lebanon's 
deadliest in six years, ripped 
through a densely populated 
neighbourhood Monday. Police 
said at least ^ to 30 people were 
killed and 120 wounded. 

The wounded included former 
Prime Minister Shafik Wazzan, 
who was passing through the area 
in his bulletproof car. Police said 
Mr. Wazzan was hospitalised and 
later discharged. 

Military examining ma^strate 
Nadim Tarabieh said 60 people 
were treated and discharged and 
60 others remained in hospital 
beds. 

It was tbe bloodiest car bomb- 
ing since June 18, 1985 when a rar 
parked outside a popular ice 
cream parlour in Lebanon's 
northern port of Tripoli ex- 
ploded, killing 60 people and 
wounding 110 others. 

Many of the casualties in Mon- 
day’s blast were women and diil- 
dren, some trapped screaming on 
balconies in a burning apartment 
block as gas canisters exploded 
around thein- 

Among the injured was a 
month-old, blood-covered baby 
girl. The Voice of the People 


radio station appealed for her 
parents for other relatives to col- 
lect the child. 

Syrian soldiers dug through 
rubble vnth their hands for two 
bouts to reach charred bodies in a 
shoe shop and basement snack 
shop. 

Cries of panic mixed with tbe 
wailing sirens of ambulances as 
smoke billowed along streets. 
Soldiers fired into tbe air to dear 
tbe way and pushed back hyster- 
ical men and women trying to 
reach the scene. 

A Mercedes packed with ex- 
plosives blew up on a corner at a 
narrow junction in the busy A1 
Basta district packed with the 
new year shoppers. 

Tbe blast heavily damaged five 
buildings and wrested about 15 
apartments and two dozen cars. 
A butchery, a bakery and a small 
supermarket were gutted by the 
explosion and fires. 

Streets were Iriocked by top- 
pled power lines and poles, debris 
and burning cars. 

Hospitals, which made radio 
appeals for blood donations, said 
IS people were killed and 114 
were wounded. 

The car, packed with what one 


police expert said was about 1(X) 
kilogrammes of explosives, went 
off at tbe height of the morning 
rush hour, only about 50 metres 
from a Syrian army checkpoint. 

“I must have walked ri^t past 
it. I reached the apartment when 
the presNire of the blast smashed 
in the windows and knocked me 
over,” said Mohammad Salman, 
adding that be had only returned 
from Australia to visit his parents 
for tbe new year. 

“This is a residential area. Poor 
people. I dared come back as I 
thought the war was over. It 
isn't,” said the 24-year-old stu- 
dent, adding that he would leave 
Lebanon as soon as possible. 

The car was parked about 25 
metres from a s^ool. which had 
its windows blown in. Residents 
said casualties would have been 
much higher but it was closed for 
Christmas and the new year. 

The area, with narrow streets 
plastered with peeling posters of 
tbe late Iranian leader Ayatollah 
RuboUah Khomeini, is a stron- 
ghold of Lebanon's pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah (Party of God). 

The bombing was a severe 

(Gootiniicd <m page 2) 


Iraqi premier challenges 
opposition to launch coup 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s prime 
minister has challenged opposi- 
tion figures to cany out threats to 
launch a coup against President 

Saddam Hussein. 

“Let them come if they are 
courageous enough to try their 
luck,” Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Hamza A1 Zubaidi said 
Monday when asked about, 
threats to topple the Iraqi leader. 

The prime minister was speak- 
ing to reporters at the opening of 
a museum repaired after being 
damaged during the Gulf war. 

gxil<*d opposition leaders and 
Iraqi Kurdish leader Jalal Talaba- 
ni have repeatedly called for the 
overthrow of President Saddam, 
whose anny crushed rebellions in 
ibe Shiite* south and Kurdish 
north after the Gulf war. 

Iraqi Shiite opposition leader 
‘Ayatollah Mohammad Baqer A1 
Hakim last week invited leading 
dissidents to Syria to discuss ou- 
sting the Saddam government. 

The government retains such a 
tight grip on the military that 
Baghdad-based diplomats dis- 
count the possibility of an army 
revolt against him. 

But the president and the oin- 
cial press have devoted unusual 


attention to talk of a coup in the 
past two weeks. 

“The so-called Traqi demo- 
crats' are warning us of torture, 
burning of our Ix^ies and setting 
us on fire alive,” President Sad- 
dam's Press Secretary Abdul- 
Jabbar Mohsen wrote this week 
in the Babil newspaper. 

“But we have no reason to fear 
as long as God is our guardian 
and people are led by the 
hero of the Arabs," he said. 

President Saddam himself in a 
recent one-hour address on tele- 
vision joked with his officers ab- 
out rumours of a coup, .saying he 
would oblige tbe West by helping 
them lead one. 

Iraq is believed to have stepped 
up searches for weapons recently 
in dties including Baghdad and 
tbe traditionally-stable northern 
city of Mosul. 

A Ba^idad school in a Shiite 
area was shut down last week and 
children sent home for the day 
while troops searched for 
weapons hoarded after the Gulf 
war, residents said. 

Travellers crossing into Kurdis- 
tan from Mosul this week said 
checkpoints and exhaustive 
house-to-house searches have in- 


creased dramatically over the 
past few days. 

A U.N. source in Baghdad said 
on Monday that Iraqi soldiers had 
begun strictly enforcing checks at 
Faida. north of Mosul. 

The checkpoints are to prevent 
weapons from going south and 
food and fuel from going north 
under Baghdad’s two-month-old 
blockade of autonomy-seeking 
Iraqi Kurdistan. 

At another checkpoint 15 
kilometres north of Mosul last 
week, armed soldiers seardied a 
fcilometxe-Iong line of'cais. 

Mr. Zubaidi repeated tbe Iraqi 
government’s denial that Ba^ 
dad was blockading tbe north but 
indicated chat Baghdad was 
pressuring the restive Kurds. 

“We have not imposed a block- 
ade on northera Iraq... bat in the 
light of the drcumstances Iraq is 
passing throu^ and the actions 
of some irresponsible elements in 
tbe area, certainly then we have 
to protect our people.” 

“We are ready,” he said, 
“when things are stable and 
everyone goes back to his senses. 
We are ready to cooperate with 
all good people.” 



His Mr(|esty King Hassem Monday receives AtxBah aBhirs to Zraoiaa Friesideiit Haedwni Raflsaiuani 
Molu(jiraiii, an assistant in legal and parlianieiitBcy (Petra photo) 

King receives Iranian message, 
briefs envoy on peace process 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at tbe 
Royal Court Monday AtaOafa 
Mohajirani, an assistant in par- 
liamentary and legal affairs to 
Iranian Ftesidem Hasheroi Raf- 
sanjani, and an acoompan^g 
delegation. 

Mr. Mohajirani, who arrived in 
Amman Sunday, conveyed to 
King Hussein the greetings of Mr. 
Rafsanjanr and delivered a mes- 
sage from the Iranian prerident 
de^ng with bilateral relations 
and enhancing cooperation be- 
twi^ the two countries. 

I^g Hussein and the Irarrian 
official also exdianged views on 
changes in tbe international arena 
and foeir impact on tire reg^n in 
particular a^ on Third World 
countries in general. King Hus- 


sein briefed Mr. Mohajirani on 
the Middle Fast peace process 
and tbe zituation in the region. 
The audience was attended by the 
chief of tbe Royal Coart and the 
King’s advisor. 

The visit of Mr. Mohajirani, 
tbe first Iranian visitor of this 
rank since at least the early 1980s, 
reflects an upturn in relations 
between Amman and Tehran. 
They restored diplomatic ties ear- 
lier this year after a decade. 

Although the two countries dis- 
agree on Middle East peace talks, 
both agree that outside powers 
should have no role in Gulf secur- 
ity now that tbe Gulf war has 
ended. 

“We would like to improve our 
ties with Iran because of its im- 


portant role as a key player in the 
region,” a senior government 
official told Renters. 

“We are suffering from tbe 
post-Gulf war poUti^ isolation 
and many states m tbe area and 
tbe world which were once anti- 
Iran are DOW opening up to 
Tehran,” he added. 

Iran and Jordan cut ties shortly 
after the start of the 1980-88 
Iraq-lran war 

Jordan, like Iran, remained 
officially neutral in the war over 
Kuwait earlier tins year. 

Jordan and Iran reopened 
embassies in each other's capitals 
in 1990. Iran, with a population 
of over 55 million people, has 
become a new market for Jorda- 
nian fertilisers, phosphates and 
electrical appfianoes. 


Algerian secular parties 
pin hopes on absent voters 


ALGIERS (R) — Stunned secu- 
lar parties are dinging to tire 
hope that five million Algerians 
who abteained in tbe first roiind 
of the general election will re- 
verse the Muslim fundamentalist 
tide in a second ballot. 

“Don't pan ic,” u rged Sodalist 
Forces Front (¥^) chief Hodne 
Ait Ahmad, whose party won 20 
of tile 206 seats for which pro- 
virional resufts have been de- 
dared in Algeria’s first free par- 
liamemaiy election. 

“For us tbe point of no return 
has not yet been reached...” be 
told a news conierenoe. 

Campaigning starts next Satur- 
day for tiie secemd round on Jan. 
16 between the two leading candi- 
dates in seats where none gamed 
SO per cent of the vote. 

Only three parties won seats 
outri^t, out ^ 49 which took 
part in Thursday’s poll. 

Provisional results gave the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
which is dedicated to dirnging 
Algeria into an Islamic state, 167 
seats in tbe 430-seat parliament. 

Leading FIS mem(>er Abdul 
Kader Mog^ told tbe French 
daily Liberation the FIS would 


demand freedom for its jailed 
leaders and name detained Presi- 
dent Abassi Madani as prime 
mmister. 

Asked what tbe FIS woold do 
after the second round, Mr. 
Moghni said: “We will start by 
demamfing the release of our 
imprisoned brothers, particularly 
Abtesi Madani and Ali Belhadj.” 

Mr. Madani and Mr. Belhadj 
have been detained since dashes 
in Jane between FZS militants and 
security forces. 

The FIS has at least 171 candi- 
dates in tile second ballot, com- 
peting mainly against 158 from 
the National Liberation Front 
(FLN). The FLN, which ruled a 
one-party state from independ- 
ence in 1962, won just 16 seats 
outrigh t. 

THe FFS has at least 13 seats in 
tbe nmofff. 

Mr. Ait Ahmad called for a 
national march in Alters on 
Thrusday to “save democracy,” 
sajnng the FIS advance was only 
relative. 

He pointed out that the FIS 
had won around three milliOQ 
votes cotrqwed to five million at 
local elections in 1990 when it 


seized control of over half the 
municipalities. 

At a news conference on Sun- 
day, provisional FIS leader 
Abdnl Kader Hadiani called for 
reconciliation with FIS opponents 
and ssdd tbe party would respect 
internationai commitments and 
abide by the constitution. 

He sdso smd the FIS traght 
leave for later its demand for 
eaiiy presidentiai elections. 

Few Western diplomats believe 
the FIS will stumble at the second 
rooiid. saying it is not a question 
of whether it gains a majority in 
parliament but how big this will 
be. 

Mr. Mogbm, himself elected in 
the first round, said tbe FIS 
wanted to diange tbe constitu- 
tion, whidi makes the foreign and 
defence ministries directly depen- 
dent on tbe president. 

“Islam does not recognise the 
presidential regime. It only rec- 
ognises tbe People’s Assembly, 
must take evety decision, 
starting with tbe constitution.'' he 
told Liberation. 


Israeli 
settlers 
open fire 

in W. Bank 
village 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Armed Jewish set- 
tlers open^ fire in a West Bank 
viUage. warning Palestinians no- 
thing would stop them from 
“avenging’' Palestinian attacks. 

A 30-^ convoy of settlers 
drove through towns and villages 
in the Nablus area during the 
night. 

The settlers c^ned fire in 
Anabta when villagers pelted 
them vritb stones. No one was 
hurt. In another village, Burka, 
they chanted warnings until 
Israeli troops forced them to 
leave. 

Tbe settlers then drove to the 
home of [>efence Minister Moshe 
Arens to demand government ac- 
tion. 

Tte 1(X),(X)0 Jewish settlers in 
the West Bank strip live in forti- 
fied enclaves among 1.75 million 
Palestinians. 

The settlers have powerfril 
allies in the hardline coition of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
bnt insist the government has not 
done enough to protect them. 

As protesters chanted “no 
security here, no security here,” 
outside Mr. Arens’s suburban Tel 
Aviv bouse. Rabbi Avraham 
Zuriel, one of their leaders, told 
repoiteis: 

“We took a number of actions 
in the villages to show the resi- 
dents this ia tbe last time we come 
to speak frith them. If we are 
forc^ to come again, we will not 
come jnst to .talk.” 

Mr. Arens told reporters ear- 
lier he believed there were only a 
small number of Jewish trouble- 
makers in the occupied territor- 
ies. He promised lawbreakers 
would be punished. 

“I can understand the mood of 
tbe settleis in (tire West Bank),” 
Mr. Arens said, but be add^: 
“Whoever violates tbe law will be 
brou^ to justice.” 

Israeli army and police chiefs 
are worried by the increasing 
milhancy of settlers who have 
gone on rampages against Palesti- 
nians and t^en over houses in 
Arab villages. 

Last week the government 
gave settlers the gr^ light to 
beg^ setting up civil gua^ to 
perform police duties. 

Peace activists fear the settleis, 
c^>posed to Middle East peace 
effi)rts. will exploit these new 
powers and take the law into their 
own hands. 

The United States, whicb 
wants Israel to trade land for 
peace and stop building settle- 
ments in tile occupied territories, 
has urged the govenunent to res- 
train settlers. 

But Mr. Damir's goverament 
insists Israel will never cede an 
inch of tbe occupied lands. 

Tbe finance ministry has prom- 
ised right-wing parties more 
money for Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories in an 
effort to win right-wing b»ddng 
for tbe 1992 budget, newspapers 
said Monday. 

Tbe Tebiya and Moledet par- 
(Cwrtimied on page 2) 


Lebanon might not attend multilateral talks 


CAIRO (AP) — Lebanon will 
not attend multilateral Middle 
East peace talks without an 
Israeli commitment to vacate 
southern Lebanon and release 
Lebanese prisoners, a visiting 
cabtnet minister said Monday. 

Marwan Hamadi, Lebanon’s fi- 
nance minister, said only under 
sudi oooditions would disoisaons 
be possible with Israel on econo- 
mic cooperation. 

Mult^terai talks to whidi 32 
nations have been invited are to 
be in Moscow in late January, 
continuing a peace process spon- 
sored by tbe Unit^ States and 
tbe former Soviei Union. RiKsia 
stepped into tbe equation when 
the Soviet Union i&inte^rated, 
and Russian Prerident Boris Yelt- 
sin is hosting die talks. 

Lebanese, Syrians, Jordaniaiis 
and Palestinians already have 
hdd two inoondnsive rounds of 
bilateral talks with separate 
Iteaeli delegations, in Madrid and 


Washington. Those discussions 
resume in Washington on Jan. 7. 

“Lebanon has not yet agreed to 
attend tbe tiurd f^ase of tbe 
talks,” Mr. HamaA told repor- 
ters. 

“We are not in a position to 
discuss with Israel economic 
oooperation before making sure 
tangibly that Israel will withdraw 
from Lebanese lands and wOl 
release Leban«e hostages.” 

He also said Lebanon will sign 
no peace agreement with Israel 
unl^ the Jewish state honours 
U.N. resolutions by abandoning 
its self-(tedared “security zone” 
in southern Lebanon and return- 
ing all other occupied territories 
to their Arab owners. 

Tbe Syrians and Palestinians 
have also said they will not attend 
the 32rflation mnltilaterals, sdie- 
duled to resome in Moscow on 
Jan. 28, unless progress is made 
on tbe next bilateral round. 


Israeli allies attacked 

Lebanese resistauce fighters 
ambushed a patrol of tbe IsraeG- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) early Monday, Idlliiig a 
militiaman and won^ng two 
otiieis, security soorces said. 

The patrol was entering tiie 
southern village of Rshaf inside 
tbe “security zone” b^ore dawn 
when it was attacked by tbe gnei^ 
rillas, said one of tbe sources.' 

“There was a brief exchange of 
fire. One SLA miMtiaman wSk 
killed and two were wounded,” 
said tbe source, speaking on oon- 
(fition of anonymity. “No post 
was attacked." ^ 

‘ A statement released earlier in 
Beirut by tbe Islanric Resistance 
had daimed tbe guerrillas desr 
troyed an SLA post in R$l^, 

killing milhiam en manning 

ft. 

Lebanese secority sources said 


another roadside bomb exploded 
as SLA militiamen passed Mon- 
day morniitg in tbe ^age of K^ 
Hounefa on the edge of tbe 
“security zone.” There were no 
immediate reports of casualties. 

Israeli gunners on hills over- 
looking tiie area retaliated by 
shelling tbe villages of 'Ain A1 
Tineh and Maidonn, the sources 
said. Both are strongholds of tiie 
pro-Iranian HizboUah (Far^ of 
God). 

Witnesses said about 40 shells 
hit the villages. Some fell about 
SOQ metres short of a Lebanese 
army post. 

IBztoUah gnerrillas have step- 
ped up rudson Israeli troops and 
the 3,(X)0-strong SLA in the 
“security zone” to show its 
opposition to the Arab-Israefi 
peace talks. 

About 1,(XX) Israeli sokfiers 
and the SLA patrol the 15- 
kilometre deep zone, set on by 
Israel in 1985. ^ 
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OAU, U.N. start peace 


efforts in Somalia 


Border talks 
with Oman 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


NAIROBI (R) — The Organisa- 
tion of AMcan Unity (OAU) 
wants to send a special detection 
to the Somali capital Mogadishu 
to try to persuade warring fac- 
tions there to end six weeks of. 
fierce clan battles, it said Mon-, 
day. 

"The objective of the mission is 
... to explore possibilities of a 
ceasefire in Mogadi^u so as to 
pave the war for a dialogue and 
peaceful resolution to the tragic 
conflict in Somalia." said an 
OAU statement released in 
Nairobi. 

An ethnic power struggle be- 
tween rival warlords Mohammad 
Farah Aideed and All Mahdi 
Mohammad has killed and 
wounded an estimated 20,000 
people since Nov. 17, according 
to United Nations. 

Earlier this month, OAU 
Secretary-General Salim Ahmad 
Salim broke the Afncan body's 
11-month silence on the carnage 
in Somalia, offering to mediate in 
peace talks and adding diat a 
peace-keeping force could be sent 
in if invited. 

The OAU statement said that 
"one of the panies" had said it 
would receive the delegation and 
that it was still waiting to hear 
from the other one. 

OAU officials refused to give 
further details but diplomatic 
sources said General Aideed had 
rejected the OAU proposal. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar also said last 
week he was sending help to 
Mogadishu. 

Special U.N. emissary James 
Jonah was scheduled to fly into 
the city of Friday to meet Gen. 
Aideed and Mr. Ali Mahdi to 
discuss the revival of desperately- 
needed relief operations that 
have been disrupted by fighting. 

A ceasefire binween the rival 
clan fighters was set to begin later 
on Monday. But several truces 
have already been broken. 

Aid workers in contact by 
satellite telephone with the Indi- 
an Ocean port cit>' said house-to- 
house gun battles were still raping 
but the heavy mortar bombard- 
ments had died down. 

An estimated 100,000 dvlians 
have fled the city to escape fight- 
ing and look for food in surround- 
ing rtiral areas. 

About 8,000 tonnes of relief^. 
food have been sirandM for two 
months in the portV^cks where 
a faction in control ofthe area has 
refused to release it, an aid work- 
er said. 

"Food is a kind of power." the 


aid worker added. "They are 
literally fighting over it." 

The Horn of Africa nation has 
been plunged into anarchy since 
guerrillas ousted dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane last Janu- 
ary and then turned to fighting 
each other. 

U.N. proposals include the 
creation of neutral zones in the 
city such as hospitals, the port 
and airport as well as “peace 
corridors" that would allow food 
to cross battle lines. 

Two months ago the U.N. said 
about 4,5 million people out of a 
total papulation of around six 
million faced famine. Deaths 
would increase if security could 
not be restored to allow emergen- 
cy food distribution. 

"If the food situation is not 
solved in Mogadishu then the 
fighting will not stop,” an offlcial 
of the Incemational Committee 
of the Red Cross told Reuters. 


spark row 
in Y emen 


Dealers offer Israel sophisticated weapons 


Qasb in north 


Fighting broke out Monday in 
a Red port in secessionist 
northern Soinalia, and a United 
Nations official said the dash 
appeared to be between two army 
units. 

"We understand a unit went to 
the barracks and the soldiers 
there refused to leave,” said the 
offidai, who spoke on condition 
of -anon^ity. "We don't know 
whether it was supposed to be a 
routine rotation or the units sup- 
ported different political fac- 
tions." 

The offidal had no information 
on casualties in the fighting in the 
port of Berbera and said all relief 
workers had been told to stay 
indoors. 

Northern Somalia, which is 
controlled by the Somali National 
Movement, seceded from south- 
ern Somafia in May and calls 
itself the Somaliland republic. 
The situation has generally been 
peaceful. 

The Somali National Move- 
ment, which draws most of its 
support from the northern Isaak 
clan, took up aims in 1983 and is 
the oldest of the insurgent groups 
that fought to oust Mr. Siad 
Barre. 

The Somaliland republic's 
boundaries are those of the for- 
iner British Somaliland — a pro- 
te^rate that joined ; with the 
Tt^ian Somaliland in 1960 to 
form the country Somalia. 

The secessionist govermiient 
has been seeking international 
recognition, 


ADEN, Yemen (R) — A row has 
broken out in Yemen over suspi- 
cions that the government is ab- 
out to dgn away 15,000 square 
Idlometies of territory to nei^- 
bouring Oman before a new con- 
stitution takes fell effect. 

Political parties and organisa- 
tions in the southeastern border 
province of Al Mahra said in a 
joint statement last week a draft 
border agreement included tiie 
territorial concession. 

"We hold the le^ership re- 
sponsible for the results if the 
opinion of the province's people 
is not conadered," it added. 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
said earlier this month the two 
countries would sign a formal 
border demarcation agreement 
before the end of this yehr. 

But the government denies any 
deal is ready for signing. 

A Foreign Ministry official told 
Reuters Monday that the negotia- 
tions with Oman had not end^. 
"Yemeni-Omani talks on demar- 
cating the borders will resume 
early next year." he added. 

One of the main Disposition 
parties, the Yemeni Unionist Par- 
ty, has attacked the allied bor- 
der agreement on the grounds 
that the government is only tran- 
ritional. 

_ It is operating under a constitu- 
tion drawn up when North and 
South Yemen united in a single 
state in May 1990. The constitu- 
tion does not take full effect until 
after general elections in Novem- 
ber 1992. 

The territory in question is in 
what used to be South Yemen, 
while the unified state is domin- 
ated by the more populous 
Nortii. 

The Yemeni Unionist Party 
said the present government did 
not have the constitutional right 
to decide on matters of national 
sovereignty. 

"The present authority ... 
bears fitil responribility for the 
consequences (such as) the 
squandering of rights or national 
soverei^ty,” it said in a state- 
ment. 

The party said the government 
should publish details of the bor- 
der talks with Oman so that 
people would be able to say what 
they thought of any agreement. 

■ -^uth Yemen, which was the 
Arab World> pnlj^..M^St5tate, 
backed separatist g.v<Bmllas 
across the border in southern 
Oman during the 1960s and 
1970s. 


TEL AVTV (AF) — Arms dealers fi are former Soviet Union 
are offering Israel weapons traditionally sold to Arab countries, 
including advanced warplanes, a newspaper reported Monday. The 
Haar^ daily wrote th^ the “surprising offers" inclnde weapons 
I^el once lacked any information ^x>ut, those considered top 
secret and sui^Iied only to elite Red Army onits. Among the items 
on the list are advance A£G-29 filter planes siqrpUed to Syria and 
an advanced grouiifi-to^ radar mis^ system, tiie newspaper 
said. The defence ministry declined comment on the report. Isi^l 
could use some weapons for intelligence purposes but has little 
operational need for them since it is well-snipped with advance 
U.S.-made armaments, the Haaretz daily wrote. The nncertainty 
surroonding the military .hidnstries in the former Soviet Union, due 
to the economic and political upheaval in the newly independent 
republics is another deterrent ^ pnichasii^ these weapons, the 
paper said. The dealers are offering unusually low prices compared 
to shnilar WestenMnade weapons systems, 1^ also insist on being 
paid in cash, Haaretz said. "It is possible theoretically to purchase 
Soviet arms systems for intelligence reasons only, in order to study 
them and be able to develop counter-defence systems," reporter 
Renven Pedhatzur, the oewsptqrer’s military correspondent, wrote. 


Iran plans more Afghan relief flights 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran, which angered Kabul last month by 
ur-droi^»ng food in central Afg^arustan, said on Monday it 
plaiuied filler relief c^jeiations for hungry Af^ans. Seifollafa 
Vabid-Dastjerdi, head of Iran's Red Crescent society, said Tehran 
would send planes as soon as Islamabad agreed to its request for 
peraussion to airlift snpplies to Afghan refegees in Pakistan. Vahid 
Dastjerdi, quoted by the official Iranian news agem^ IRNA, said 
Iran plann^ to se^ relief supplies to Afghanistan but did not 
elaborate. Last montii an Iranian tr ansport plane dropped food 
over the A^an dty of Damiyan in an attempt to prevent an 
exodus of tribesmen from the central Hazarajat region where there 
are severe shortages. A week later the Af^an foreign nunistry 
issued a statement warning drat no unauthorised aircraft would be 
allowed to enter Afj^anistan’s airspace. It said no country had a 
rig^t to carry out rehef operations in Afjghanistan without Kabul's 
permission. About five million refegees fiom the dril war in 
Afghanistan live in Iran and Pakistan. 


Palestinians recognise former Soviet republics 


TUNIS (AP) — The Palestine Liberation Oigairisation (PLO) on 
Sunday offidally recognised the 15 republics of tbe former Soviet 
Union as independent states. The PLO's dedsion-maktag Execu- 
tive Conunittee called for tbe new states to take up an active role in 
tbe ^Cddle East peace process, according to the Palestinian news 
agency WAFA. The WAFA communique expressed hope the new 
states can "overcome their difficulties and be able to contribute to 
international stability.” The Soviet Union was the offidal co- 
sponsor, with the United States, of historic Middle East peace talks 
that opened in Madrid in October and continued last month in 
Washington. 


Two Americans said held in Iraq 


KUWAIT (R) — Two Ameiicaiis who disamieared on the Kuwaiti 
frontier more than three weeks ago are being held in Iraq, tiie U-S. 
embassy said Monday. An embassy spokesman refosed to give the 
names, occupations or any other details of tbe men who vanished 
on Dec. 4. 'Die confirmation that they were held in Iraq was the 
first public comment on their fete since they vanished on Dec. 4. 
Iraq has made no mention of tiieir detention. American diplomats 
were first alerted to tiie disappearance when one of the men's 
firiends teleiAoned the embas^ to say the two had not returned 
from a-trip to tbe border. An embassy spokesman said on Dec. 8 
that the men were on a business trip. 


Hashish, heroin seized 


Deadline brings end to military in Lebanon drug haul 


involvement in Afghanistan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
12-year conflict in Afghanistan 
enters a new phase Wednesday 
with the formal end of all U-S. 
and Soviet militaiy involvement 
after years of each side support- 
ing rival factions. 

The deadline was set in 
September by the Bush adminis- 
tration and leaders of the former 
Soviet Union. U.S. officials are 
confident that both sides will 
adhere to the agreement. 

Nonedieless, there is no early end 
to tbe fighting in sight as the 
leftist government in Kabul and 
the anti-communist rebel' move- 
ment have yet to o(>en peace talks 
despite intensive United Nations 
mediation efforts. 

Ad estimaied 1.5 million have 
been killed in the war, with more 
than three million maimed or 
wounded and five million dis- 
placed to exile in Pakistan and 
Iran. One in every three refugees 
worldwide is an Afghan. 

U.S. offidals, asking not to be 
identified, said the last of the 
U.S. deliveries to the rebels ar- 
rived in Pakistan' sometime in 
October. Under the agreement 


with the Soviets, the militipy aid 
"pipeline” between Patetan and 
Afehanistan is to be cut off by 
Jan. 1. Pakistan has been the rebel 
headquarters and transit point fbr 
U.S. aid deliveries for years. 

As for the Russian side, one 
official said, ‘'there has bMn a 
significant fell off in their assist- 
ance” in (he weeks preoedii^ the 
deadline. 

Leaders of the rebel movement 
have been told that Russian fuel 
deliveries to the leftist govern- 
ment in Kabul also will be sus- 
pended even though that step is 
not required under the Sept^ 
ber agreement. 

The fete of A^^anistan was 
once a major security concern to 
Moscow but tiiat has all changed 
now since the Soviet Union has 
been replaced by the common- 
wealth of independent states. 

The main Russian concern in 
Afghanistan nowadays is to - 
ob^n an accounting for the 300 
estimated soldiers missing. 

Twelve years ago last Friday 
then-President Leonid Brezhnev 
dispatched what was to become a 
force of more than 100,000 troops 


to put down an uprising against 
the communist re^me in ^bul 
that was installed in April 1978. 
Tbe last of the Soviet troops were 
withdrawn from Afj^anistan in 
February 1989. 

The Af^an issue was one of 
many during the ,1980's that 
bro^t the United States and the 
Soviet Union into an increasin^y 
bitter rivalry. President Jhnmy 
Carter authorised a covert opera- 
tion to aid the Afghan rebels. 

Nations such as Iran, Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia are believed 
to be sending weaponry 
into Afghanistan, ignoring UTS. 
aipeals for a cutoff. 

Aggravating the situation has 
been an increasing tendency 
among riv^ fections of the rebel 
movement to fight one another in 
a bid for military supremacy. 

The main reason peace talks 
have not begun is that the rebels 
have refused talks with repre- 
sentatives of Afghan Presi^nt 
Najibullah. As U.S. officials see 
it, the peace process can make 
headway only when all outside 
military assistance to the various 
fections ceases. 


BEIRl^ (AP) — Police on Sun- 
day seized 700 kilogrammes of 
hashish and ^ kilogrammes of 
heroin in major haul that signal- 
led a new effort to throttle one of 
the world's main sources of 
narcotics. 

Police chief Mohammad Kob- 
rosli estimated the street value of 
the drugs seized at S3.S million. 
He gave no details of tbe opera- 
tion. . 

But a police spokesman, who 
could not be named in line with 
standing regulations, said an 
army soldier, Elie Najjar, was 
arrested in tine operation during 
whiiA there was a brief exdiange 
of fire. 


“This was the biggest amount 
of heroin ever seized in Leba- 
non," said tbe spokesman. 

He said police raided Mr. Naj- 
jar's hideout in a Oiristian neigh- 
bourhood of Beirut as he was 
readying the narcotics for ship- 
ment to the United States and fee 
Netherlands. 

He had' most of the drug^ 
concealed in six barrels, said the 
poHoeman. 

Mr. Najjar tried to ev^e arrest 
by engaging the policemen in a 
shootout, but they overwhelmed 


him. The spokesman reported no 
casualties. 

He said Mr. Najjar had been 
under police sarveiUance for 
some time. 

On Saturday, customs officers 
at Beirut airport arrested two 
, men Dying to smuggle 865 gram- 
mes of heroin to Canada and 
Australia. 

Lebanon is one of tbe world's 
primary sonrces of hashish. It 
produces 700-800 tonnes of the 
dn^ a year. During the civil war 
years, several heroin processing 
plants were establish^ in the 
country. 

Syrian troops, in Lebanon to 
help the government restore law 
and order after 16 years of war, 
have been destroying hashUh 
plantations in east Lebanon. 

A few months ago,' Syrian 
tanks, trucks, bulldozers and 
armoured personnel carriers were 
seen driving through the fields of 
the Bekaa Valley, trashing hun- 
dreds of acres of hashish planta- 
tions. 


Also, Syrian authorities have, 
reported seizing hundreds of 
kflogrammes of hafeish, smug- 
gled from Lebanon into Syria for 
export to fee Gulf. 


Kuwaiti opposition aims 


Beirut 






for democracy in 1992 


KUWAIT (R1 — Opposition 
leaders said Monday 1SI92 would 
be the year of politi^ confronta- 
tion with the government over 
democracy in Kuwait. 

The first fee elections for the 
National Assembly in seven years 
are due next October. TTiey were 
promised by the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, after 
the U.S. -led allies liberated 
Kuwait from seven months of 
Iraqi occupation in February. 

"The year 1992 is the year erf 
confrontation for democracy," 
Ahmad Al Dayeen, a leader of 
fee liberal Kuwait Democratic 
Forum (KDF), told Reuters. 
“The elections are a chance for 
an erffensfve for democracy." 

“The main concern in Kuwait 
now is the restoration of demo- 
cracy and fee release of the Itee- 
doms of press and speedi," said 
KDF chief Abdullah Al Nibari. 

Alfeough a monardiy control- 
led by the Sabah family, Kuvrait 
has had a lively parliament for 
mcKt of the time since independ- 
ence in 1961. 

“The fight next year is a fight 
for the protection of the constitu- 
tion ... and its reimplementation 
wfaidi would lead to the reactiva- 
tion of the legislative bodies," 
Mr. Nibari said. 


The ruling femily wanted to 
preserve its privileges and remain 

uncon- 

shtotional and unacceptable to 
Kbwaitis, he said. 

The opposition wanted social, 
educational and administrative 
reforms and implementation of 
the constitution as well as lifting 
of censorship. 


Mr. Dayeen said the opposi- 
tion did not challenge the right of 
the Sabahs to rule but h wanted a 
bigger role in governing the coun- 
try. 

Diplomats said tbe opposition 
had so fe felled to m^e any 
gwin< since liberation. Although 
the gener^ public was critical of 
fee government it had not svrong 
behind the opposition. 

"The government has suc- 
ceeded in pulling (he rug ftom 
under the fet of fee (^position," 
one fepicmiat said. 

Tbe feplomats expected tbe 
elections to be free and fair but 
said dianoes were slimerf a lar^ 
ly disorganised opposition gain- 
ing a majority. 

Ahmad Baqr, leader of fee 
Muslim fundamentalist move- 
ment Al Salaf, acknowledged fee 
opposition groups bad felled to 
a^eve any of their goals sinoB 
liberation. 

"When Kuwait was born again 
after liberation we did not wish to 
escalate due to fee seenrity situa- 
tion and the preoccupation of 
citizens in restoring tbw normal 
lives," he said. 

But he hinted tbe opposition's 
patience was luiuiiiig out — "if 
we see feat our national obliga- 
tion requires ns to escalate, feen 
we mil, but peacefedly.” 

The opposition leaders the gov- 
ernment was able to manipulate 
the elections by changpig elector- 
al districts and keepii^ voters 
sweet wife pay rises and finandal 
aid. ' 

Mr. Nibari stud be bt^ied this 
would cause an election b^klasb. 
“We are banking on the govern- 
ment's mistake.” 


Iran eases, slightly, its 
standoff with Swiss embassy 


Mow to a renewi 
government - 

security in L^Tanob. 

It was tfe bkxxfieai 
Lebanon nnee 15 
war ended in Octdbcrf 
with tbe ousting of rel^ 
Michel Aoun by 
Lebanese Doops. 

Explosives patM % 
wrecked the admimstrafit 
at the American Uifeii 
Beirut on Nov. 8, 
lor. Tbere was no da 
sponsibility for that 
Israeli agents were_ rqx 
have beCT behind h. 

Interior Minister Sanii 
told reporters at tbe s 
Mbnda/s blast that in 
tioiB would bqgin unmed 
tta(^ down the culprit 
“We dem't know when 
find him, but 1 promise bt 
han^ here at the soeu 
crime," he said. 

Tbe bomb carved a cn 
metres deep oa Mamoon 
one blocdc ftom tbe Fi 
bairadts where pro-Irani 
damentalists once held ] 
ped Westeni hostages. 

The Syrian army, 
wrested fee barracks fe 
Hizbollah in 1987, has 
abandoned fee barracks. 

"Is this a nei 
Where is the governme 
what happened to the p 
that peace has finally brol 
in Lebanon?” sobb^ Mi 
Qiehab, 47, whose son 
was injured in tbe blatt. 

“One becomes disgostei 
ing in such a {dace,” 1 m 
"A nnuals elsewhere are 
much better.” 

Ho^tals blaxec 
for blood donations as- 
workers sifted ferongh the 
Among tbe survivors 
three year-old ghi,.dtm 
piece of cihocol^ io bei 
whidh was covered wife j 
es. She was dug out of tbe 
in a state of shock. 


GENEVA (AP) — Iran stopped 
seairiung Swiss diplomats enter- 
ing feeir embassy in Tehran on 
Mmday, but ofeeraise continued 
restrictions chi fee staff feat p^ 
vented a diplomat from leaving 
Sunday on vacation, Bern offi- 
dals said. 

Meanwhile, Zeyal Saihadi, the 
Iranian whose arrest in Bern last 
Monday set off tbe latest tensions 
between Switzerland and Iran, 
foimally filed a request feat he be 
rele»ied'*fiom custody.. 

. Switzerland do^ '^.embassy 
on Sunday indefinitely because of 
fee Iranian restrictions, wfaidi in 
fee process shot off the United 
States' interest section in Tehran. 
Tbe Swiss have represented U.S. 
concerns in Tehran since the 1979 
occupation of the American 
embassy there. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin FItzwater said tbe United 
States still has other channels of 
oonuminication wife Iran. Alger- 
ia also acts as a go-between: it 
administers the Iranian interest 
section in Washington. 

Switzerland's foreign interest 
section, which dso handles Soufe 
African affairs, makes up a large 
{lart of fee Tehran embassy, 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Marco Cameroni. 

The foreign section consists of 
three Swiss and seven local em- 
ployees, he said. The embasy 
has eig^t diplomats altogether. 

Iran daims Mr. Sartiadi is an 
employee of tbe Bern embassy 
and is fens immune from arrest, 
but tiK Swiss say be entered 
Switzeriand on a tourist risa last 
September and has never been 
registered wife them as a diplo- 
mat or embassy employee. They 
acknowledge that be has been 


stayins embassy. 

An immediate decison by the 
federal court on Mr. Sarbadi's 
request was unlikely. Swiss au- 
tfa^ties have a chance to re- 
spond, and France has until Jan. 
10 to file a request for tiie extradi- 
tion (rf the Iranian, whom the 
French have sought in connection 
with tbe slaying of an exiled 
Iranian leader. 

In Tehran Swiss Char^ d'Af- 
fires Walter Haffiier in a 
telephone interview wife 
Associated Press’ Swiss servi« 
feat Swiss employees, of 'the 
embassy were on Mon-' 

day to enter fee emba^ witlmot 
.being searched or qndrioDed by 
fee Iranian guards outside. * 

Iranian employees of the 
embassy, however, still are sear- 
ched a^ {Nit tbrou^ long inter- 
rogations, as they h^ been since 
last week, said Mr. Haffiier. 

Spirits of the embassy staff 
remained good, bonnever, Mr. 
Haffiier said. Tbe exoe{rfion Was 
Christa Felder, tiie (fiptomat who 
was {ireveoted ft»m leaving on 
Sunday. Mr. Haffiier said. She 
was to begin her hemeymoon, be 
added. 

Tbe Iranians confiscated ber 
diplomatic pass{)ort, but the 
embassy was allov^ to pidt it up 
from tte airport several hours 
later. 

Tbe Swiss arrested Mr. Sarhadi 
at the request of France, who 
issued tui international warrant 
accusing him of renting apart- 
ments and {iroviduig other assist- 
ance for fee ItiUera of an exiled 
Iranian leader. 

Shabpour Bakhtiar, fee late 
Shah's final {nime minister, was 
killed at his home near Paris last 
Aug. 6. 


Settlers 


open 

(Conthmed from 



Iran’s defence minister ends Qatar visit 


MANAMA. Bahrain, (R) — Iran's Defence Mnister Akbar 
Torkan left Doha Afonday following military and eoanomic talks 
with Qatari offidaEs, tbe Qatari News Ageiii^ report^. Mr. 
Torkan, on his first visit to Qatar, had talks wife Qatari Crown 
Prince and Defence Miiiister Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Than! 
and ins{}ected air and naval t»ses and Qatari plants and factories. 


ties, members (rf Mr. S 
coalition, have tfaiemeiied 
against budget vfeeni 
before parUameot if lefu 
extra fijiids. 

Their dranandh took o 
weight foUowing the lea 
of Agriculture Munster 
Ehan, w h ich weakened]* 
mir’s majority ftom 66 t 
fee 120-membex- Knesset 
ment). 

The Dec. 31, deadline : 
sing the budget is al w? bd 
up by demands ftom i 
{>aiti«. If Mr. Shamir fai] 
a majority vote for the ba 
vnU probabty haive to re 
The daily Hametz r 
that Finance Nftnister ' 
Modai to pay ana 
miffion shekels (C 
an additioiial 5,001 
in the ocxnipied te 
1992. 

Tbe increase m 
of govennnent-sp 
iz% would be built I 
West Bank and C 
A finance gimiR 
confirmed the 
Moledet {saities i 

gRtni fiinding fmr ^ 

declined to comme 
inxnmsed. 

Dedi Zodter, li 
.the Otizen’s 
^uefa 0{j()osei 
said the agreemem 
worked <niL 
Hie said the 
^5,000 add! 
in the occupied t 
year. The finana 
spoken in fee 

3,0Q0-4,0(X) in 1 
Mr. Zodeer said the 
will ^^severely endaos* 
diances of getting 
guarantees from tfaeJ 
States and will {nove 
what fee Shamir 
really means when it sajujl 
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iN (J-T.) — The Lower 
.-^01 Pariiamcnf's approval 
1992 fiscal budget Monday 
^Sowed two days of intense de- 
IS^iwuie by deputies. 

? members, in addition to 

llln f*TI "• ii'nM linii A mworAv .^r 


goyernment grows prior to budget approval 



«Si, 



- per- 

Pacbii fKffOiBjicc in impiemendas oast 

ranged ^ 

•rkaij^JiBBt-foBowing through on prop- 
ov. pro jects to lack of proper 

““*« government 

for a^jfepartflMnts. 

* - ^'^^Dfip1lty Attta A1 Shawan 
ppbssised in his address the 

[oecd^foT maintaining the 
ig^ possible cooperation 
working relationships be- 
B the legislative and execu- 
aodiorities in die coming 

» 

■ ay — • 

tlpn^J^^He criticised the budget for 
at ^iEJviDgmore allocations and atten- 
to the infrastructure instead 
I cai^ Uif focuang on an expansion of 
ogj^iitpiiDdiiction. He said that more 
,tffenlkm should have been given 
small^and m^um-sized pro- 
Q^’^wpets in industiy and agriculture 
^Jj^^absotb more unemployed peo- 

* u . Deputy M^ed Kbaliia and De- 
tfaaty Abdul Aziz Jaber asked that 

gpvema^t give more atten- 

tinn to medied care and schools 
DC* 




Lower House of Parhament 
budget Monday. Some 


n 


D 

the 


1^ hi.«faile dqmdes Nayef A1 Hadid 
Hanoefa Mansour called for 
end- to the two-shift school 
^ "’’^It^tem. They, called on the gov- 

to build ho^tals at the 
and Mowaqqar regions in 
tile Amman and to carry 

the etectiificatioa of the re- 
a phce,*|;^^ggfQiii^.parts of the rural areas of 
's?*tt,gbniaii. 

M - Deputy Ahmad A1 Abbadi cal- 
biared nLlfd the government to live up 
its promises of dealing with the 
^thni^^^esticHB of poverty, nnemploy- 
bc nnnkBrat and spam 

M g ^ rdan’s external debts. He 
Booted, dut the govern m ent has 
^ered st^jecendy leoeryed JD 14 miDion in 
tiug ODtaV|^ from the United States, which 
if shod were never spent on small-sized 

sincome generating projects to re- 

^ttipn dnoe unempkoyment and poverty. 
He demanded: that the govern- 
ment provide House with 
-details about aim where the aid 
^lent. 

Deptt^ Yousef A1 Azm spoke 
on b^alf of all deputies from the 
of tt. ijdaan Governocate, demanding 
ve tbe g p vemine nt direct atten- 

}udgct«iiai|^ to. water, road and ocher 
ameot if nt i. . 


enfini 


ed 


municipal services in the Maan 
and Aqaba regions. He aiw cal- 
led on the government to develop 
me health centre at Wadi Mousa 
into a hospital and for the Nation- 
al Aid Fund to be made to cover a 
wider sector of the population. 

Deputy Fuad AP“Khalafal 
urged the government to place 
the qualified people in govem- 
ment positions, especially those 
with decision-making piowers. 
The next stage, he said, requires 
careful planning and feasible 
programmes with the government 
mainuining strict control and su- 
pervision. 

The deputy criticised financial 
practices by some departments 
like the ministries of foreign 
affmrs and finance as well as the 
radio and television corporation 
and the Civil Aviation Authority. 
He dernanded that the Audit 
Bureau imp^e stricter control on 
their financial operations. 

Deputy Mahmoud A1 Hweimel 
drew anention to the school 
dropouts in the Jordan Valley 
region and demanded that the 
education process in the rural 
regions be developed. He called 
for farmers' debts to be resche- 
duled to improve their living con- 
ditions. 

Deputy Abdul Rahim Ekour 
referred to the country's foreign 
debts and criticised the govern- 
ment for planning to get more 
loans in order to pay jjart of tbe 
external debts and services on 
them. 

Mr. Ekour cast doubt about 
the effectiveness of tbe economic 
restructuring programme agreed 


members discussed tbe pnqiosed 1992 
, in additUm to Tor spei^c 


with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). He said that the 
IMF had imposed this program- 
me not for the sake of reforming 
the national economy, noting that 
many Third World countries fol- 
lowing the advice of the IMF had 
fallen deeper, in debt and are 
now facing deteriorating econo- 
mic conditions. 

Referring to unemployment, 
he said that it was regrettable to 
see a lack of equal opportunities 
for all people seeking jobs in the 
country. Appointment in govern- 
ment offices hinges on the whims 
and desires of the influential 
decision-makers who tend to 
favour their relatives and friends, 
he said. 

Deputy Ahmad Dafawtn urged 
tbe government to give more 
attention to agriculture. Many 
state-owned lands in the Karak 
regjon remain undeveloped while 
no move is being made to drill 
artesian wells in those regions to 
irrigate the land, he said. 

The deputy urged the govern- 
ment to give attention to the 
Wadi Ben Hamad, Karak and 
Lejoun regions in southern Jor- 
dan. Mr. fofawin also made de- 
mands for improvements of the 
education, health and municipal 
services in the south. 

Deputies from the Zarqa area 
presented a set of demands to the 
government calling for the estab- 
lishment of sports facilities and 
demanding that municipalities 
and village councils be offered 
greater assitance. 

They also demanded that a new 
garbage dump be found away 


projects, qaestioned tbe governiiieiil's Qscal responsibiBty (photo 
by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


from the present one near 
Ruseifa to prevent pollution of 
the atmosphere and called on the 
government to impose stricter 
control over the various factories 
within the Zarqa region. 

The deputies noted that pover- 
ty and unemployment were mde- 
spread in the ^rqa region and 
called on the government to in- 
crease social development ser- 
vices to needy fomilies. These 
deputies named 10 villages and 
rural senlements which still lack 
electricity and demanded that 
health services be upgraded in 
their region. 

Deputy Nader Dhuheirat cal- 
led for solving problems facing 
areas in the Jordan Valley and 
urged it to convert several rural 
councils to municipal councils. 
He also called for setting up dams 
in areas exposed to floods in 
winter and for increasing the 
number of water pumps installed 
on the Wadi A1 Arab Dam. 

Mr. Dhuheirat also asked the 
government to increase the quota 
^ the regions of A1 Koura and 
the northern Jordan Valley in 
university seats and to augment 
the number of scholarships for 
the two regions. 

Deputy Ahmad Al Kofahi 
asked the government to tackle 
tbe problems of unemployment, 
poverty, higji prices and inde- 
btedness and urged it to stabilise 
the Jordanian knar's exchange 
rate and decrease foreign im- 
ports. 

Dr. Kofahi, a Muslim Brother- 
hood member from Irbid, called 


for carrying out the King Abdul- 
lah Hospi^ Project, expanding 
health centres, completing the 
agricultural roads network, de- 
veloping the telephone services in 
addition to sup^mrting municipal 
and rural councils in Irbid Gov- 
emoraze. 

Depu^ Nayef Al Hadid called 
for solving the basic problems 
plaguing Jordanian society such 
as unemployment and poverty, 
and for achieving balance be- 
tween the society's various sec- 
tors and supporting the armed 
forces. 

He stressed the imponance of 
cooperation between the legisla- 
tive and executive authorities and 
affirmed the need to support the 
executive authority to enable it to 
carry out plans and projects men- 
tioned in its 1992 general budget 
and to help it overcome economic 
riiallenges and external press- 
ures. 

He criticised the increasing 
number of universities and insti- 
tutes, whether public or private, 
and said these educational institu- 
tions were not established ran- 
domly. He said that such univer- 
sities and institutes contributed 
only to increasing the number of 
the unemployed in Jordan. 

Deputy Ibrahim Ghababsheh 
called for listing the country's 
debts in an a{^ndix added to the 
general budget draft law to facili- 
tate the process of following it up. 
He requested the establi^unent 
of earth dams in the southern 
parts of Jordan and said that sndi 
dams are of strategic importance 
to Jordan. 



L’.»' - » .i. . 
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liter Knetef AMMAN (J.T.) — Official docu- 
ments prodtuzning the formation 
31. de«fiR^ the Commonwealth of Inde- 
Iget is ako^^eodeot States following the col- 
lanch fitewpse of the Soviet Union were 
It. Shaorlftfianded Mtmday to the Speaker 
otefbrikfc^ the Upper House of Parlia- 
ly have BEfieoL Ahmad Al Lawzi, by Rus- 
y Haanadsian ambassador to Jordan Yuri 
X Minav^lGfiadoiiov. 

diopajiB^-iThe ambassador, who repre* 
ek (SJjbd: Mits Rossia ^ well as the com- 
il 5.0D0liic''ttmiwealtfa in Jordan, expressed 
upied io^.Ibs CQnntzy*5 keenness on pur- 
sdng the oomse of friendly rela- 
mesr^^lfoiis and dose oot^ration be- 
,g^,jpooi)tf^teeen Jordan and tte oommon- 
, at all levels, 

and "nie Jordan News Agen^, Pei- 

■ l-^wzi represen- 

tbe fdf yd J ordan's determination to 
jties hki cooperation with the new 

in the spirit of 
freedom, peace, U.N. 
piincipies and resedutions. The 

•ter expressed Jordan's hope 

S 

icparW**'-!- fr«» P«ee U 

labour market, be said, 
prime mboster also pointed 
fyaoce Joidaii js trying to ladde tbe 

. ngji dpnmem of'foreign debts and that 
• iqa2. ,2*y™ent of foteiga ddns will be at 
' the national reserves 
jinip^ dcydopoient projects which will 
rely .--^eiwise oeate more job opportuni- 

f 

from —h his government 

irill Pte die Devefopmem and 

Chafflii (DEF) a higher 

”tl onrf developinent and 
fund^^Svities to 

tbe widest sector irf the needy 
poops.- - 

oiinisltei also promised 
jbt* (t**^ tocoamitt en ovetaU review of public 

and bring about re- 

front, Sharif Zeid 
_jjr~ *5® PWernaieiit was totally oom- 
IfST f*'~ff^tDeidianphig the democratisa- 

Jordanr 

1 ^-. the govenn n enl would not 

peiBonal calumny, e^edally 

who awmme responriblc 
* is in viola- 

^-sSL?* paifiaioenlaiy and demo- 

owns, he pointed out. 

Rqsea is tbe guiding force 

^ lebtioasliip between the 
and parlunient, he said. 
thanked the House 

Dwanittee for its report. 

said, contained a high sense 

g£-*®q>gosibahy aimed at safeguard- 

ij^Mooe Minister Basel Jardaneh, 
et — .>- £=P‘yi og to depoties' comments, 
ID ■ die need to adhere to the 

ifP^ijear eooaoodc revival and resr 

"■■■-■-'^■'f^turiog pimi be presented to the 

sioi^with the 1992 budget on 

,V!. •■'■■■'> “ nothing in economic his- 

.^t proves that developicg 

have been able to redress 


wittf'Jordan 


of more Russian involvement in 
matters aimed at achieving a just 
and durable peace in the Middle 
East in implementation of the 
intemationsl le^tinocy and U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. 

Mr. Griadonov on Saturday 
met His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and assured him of 
the (jommonwealth's policies re- 
^rding the Middle East issue. He 
said that his country was keen on 
ensuring a lasting peace in the 
Middle East region and was going 
ahead with plans to host the 
multilateral talks in Moscow as 
planned. 

Mr. Lawzi told the ambassador 
that the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment was looking forward for 
further scopes of cooperation ^ 
tween the Russian and Jordanian 
parliaments in a manner that 
would contribute most benefidal- 
ly towards promoting the cause of 
peace and serving the national 



Ahmad Al Lswa 

interests of the Russian and 
Joidanian peo|rie. 

The three-colour Russian flag 
was last Friday hoisted on the 
former Soviet embassy building 
in Amman and Mr. Griadonov 
said in a statement that Russia, 
which was taking over the former 
Soviet Union's seat at the United 
Nations, was also representing 
the commonwealth in Jordan. 


Libyan official calls for 
Jordanian support against 
Lockerbie accusations 


By a Jordan Times Staff Re- 
pfMter 

AMMAN — Deputy Speaker of 
the Ubyan National Assembly 
Ibrahim Al Ghuweil Tuesday 
ends a two-day visit to Jordan 
duriag which be sought the King- 
dom's support for Tripoli's stand 
in the Lockerbie affairs. 

*'I discussed with the Speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Dr. Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
the open threats directed against 
two Ubyan citizens on the part of 
Britain, the U.S. and other coun- 
tries, noting that diaiges against 
the Ubyans accused of being 
involved in the crash of tbe Pan 
Am jet over Lockeibie have not 
been substantiated,” he said. 

Mr. Ghuweil tohl the Jordan 
Times that Ut^a was counting on 


House endorses 1992 budget 


economic imbalances and adiieve a 
continued growth through cooperat- 
ing with each other, not with inienur 
tionaJ agencies," he said. 

“filming in OH one's self and not 
cooperating with the interoational 
oommuniiy leads to isolation at a time 
when he are in dire need of tuning 
iqi and exploiting every opp<muniiy 
to gel out of the cuirenl (ecxmomic) 

crisis,*' he said. 

Mr. Jardaneh did not mention 
prices rise but said government sub- 
adies on basic staples sudi as bread 
ami Bii g pir would remain unchanged 
and any future measures^ to increase 
revenues through indirect taxes 
would not affect the poor. 

Tbe reform plan aims at trimming 
huge deficits in both the bud^c and 
balance of payments, building up 
foreign exchange reserves and m- 
oouraging more local and foreigD 

invesunents. ... 

Mr. Jardaoeh said Jordan would 

seek all ways to involve the inierna- 
tifuiai cooununity in easing its foreign 
debt burden. 

Mr. Jardaneh. replyi^ to the de- 
mands of many d^iiro. said the 
government would continue to_ pro- 
vide financial assistance to municipal 
and rural councils but that the poUcy 
could not continue indefinitely since 
mcvKHis experience has shown that 
yu-h allocations sap the ocunliy’s 

ICSOUfCCS* 

Mr. Jardaneh said that during 198S- 
91. the government provided JD3&8 
mOlion to these councils to help them 
my their debts or to acquire real 
for public utilities, bin such 
ay ;jrti.nee has not contributed to solv- 
ing the financial problems of the 

councils. . j- 

The government will conduct indi- 
vidual studies of the coun^ prior to 
on extending as sistan ee. he 

said- 

The finanoe minister, replying to 


the deputies point by point, reaf- 
firmed the themes he presented along 
with the budget to the house earlier 
this month. 

Among the points he mentioned 
were: 

— The government bad shouldered 
the cost of setting up teleoonuniinicar 
tions projects and of maintaining and 
operating them. The charges levied 
by the Tetecommunicatioa Goqxxa- 
tion are low and the government now 
believes that a certain margiD of 
profit should be derived firom the 
corporation^ opeiatioos. Only higl> 
income groiqw benefit firom the op- 
erations that the government has 
singled out therefore any increase 
in the cost of such services will not 
hurt the common man. 

— The government is working on a 
patirmal water Strategy, with particu- 
lar a ttrwitinii on rutioualisiiig the nse; 
of water. It will impose strict controls 
over pollution and the work of waste- 
water ueadnMt (tiants. The 1992 
budget aDocates JD14 miilioo for 
building dams. 

— llie government is determined 
to encourage savings for investment, 
reduce the budget defict and achieve 
parity between tbe current account 
and the balance of payment by 1998. 

— The government diam tbe 
(^xiiion of deputies that the volume 
of foreign d^ts of Jordan has ex- 
ceeded safe margins and the coat- 
servicing of the debts is too high. 
After rescfaeduliqg repayment, the 
senndog of foreigD debts wQl be 17.4s 
per cent of the expected exports and 
12.3 per cent of the expeoed ^ross 
domestic product in 1992. This is an 
acceptable ratio, and tbe government 
is cooperating with international 
agencies to reschedule or respuct i ire 
(oMtven) debts and reduce interest 
rates. 

While rescfaeduliitg is only a tem- 
pcuaiy measure, tbe gpvernment be- 


tieves that the Jordanim economy 
will be in a better position enongh to 
meet its obligations adien the pay- 
ments emne doe. 

A partial write-off erf Jordan by the 
international oommuniiy is also a 
possibility. 

— The government believes that 
the actual subsidy for food and fbr 
production of omeals will be JD4S 
mimoo in 1992. 

— The government is giving spedal 
attention to the enei;^ sector. 
Nineiy^«even per cent of population 
oentres now have power a^ the rest 
will soon be connected with the 
national grid dependii^ on the availa- 
bility of funds; the JorAm Electricity 
Authority has idready been granted 
JD2 oiiOkNi for this purpose. 

— The gowernment believes tiiat 
tbe policy towards community col- 
ic^ should be reviewed with the 
' objective of avertiiig further imem- 
I ployment and directing attention to 
i meerinp the necds of the Jordariiao 
> labour mariceL An ad boc commttiee 
is studying the situation and program- 
mes of public and private community 
ooOegea. 

Tbe goveniment's cpnoein over iin- 
entployment indudes all stages of 
education. Vocational training has 
been increased and diverstficadoD of 
secondary level education is also 
being carried out. 

— Regional distribntion of the 
capital eqxnditure will be.ti^tened 
arid wiU be marie more effidrat and 
address the needy areas. The issue 
will be g^vea- continuous attention. 

— Fmam have been gjven ez- 
empfkms bom interests due on loans 
from tbe Amailtura] Qedit Cor- 
poratfon (ACC) b e t w e en 1961 and 
1991. The amount involved is JD6.2 
^piffion and the mnnber of benefi- 
daries was 25,000. ITie goverament 
supported the ACC vrith injections of 
interest-free loons. 


Jordan's support and those of 
other friendly Arab countries in- 
the face of dl these accusations 
directed gainst Libyan citizens. 

“Investigations in any country, 
including Libya, have not period 
an accusing finger at any of tbe 
Libyan citizens vriio were unjustly 
accused of being involved in tins 
tragedy," Mr. Gbuvi^ said. 

Last week, Libyan leader 
Miiammar Qadbafi invited the 
West to send judges to Tripoli to 
take part in investigations into 
tire alle^d implication of two 
Libyan citizens in tbe 1988 Pan 
Am crash. 

The Libyan foreign minister 
had said that Libya was willing to 
send judges to Washington, Lon- 
don or Paris to discuss tibre 
diarges. 

Snow 
expected 

Wednesday ' 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A white New 
Year is eiqrected in Jordan with 
most hilly areas expected to be 
covered with snow Wednesday 
and Thursday-as a new cold air 
mass win be aftiectiiig the country 
and tbe rest of the eastern 
Mediterranean region, according 
to the Department of Meteorolo- 

gy- 

The Department director. Dr. 
All Abanda, told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that tbe 
cold front will be accompanied by 
a very cold polar \rind bring^g in 
heavy rains which will start in the 
north, gradually extending to- 
other areas of the Kingdom. 

Tbe very cold wind will eangi- 
snow to on hilly regions and 
the cold weather conditions will 
continue for three days, said Dr. 
Abanda. Department officials la- 
ter told the Jordan Times that the 
snow was expected to fall on all 
areas above 750 metres. This 
means all regfons in and around 
the capital, whidi is more than 
800 metres above sea level, will 
probably receive snow. 

Department officials said that 
some rain will fall Ttiesday morn- 
ing, but die activity will start in 
tire afternoon wben^tiie intenrity 
will increase and snow will start 
falling. 

The ofiScials said that tempera- 

turos are expected to to 

minus 1 Celsius and could rise to S 
Celsius during the day. 


UNRWA employees hold 
sit-in, demand pay increase 


By Elia Nasraliah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN T— Commitiees rep- 
resenting ^some 6,000 em- 
{rioyees of the United NancMts 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) in Jordan Monday 
staged a one-hour sit-in at the 
agency's headqnaners in Am- 
man ^ handed to the agency 
director a cable which they 
demanded be sent to UNRWA 
Commissionner General liter 
Turkmen in Vienna. 

Hie sit-in and the cable were 
motivated by tbe workers’ de- 
mand for bener pay and as a 
manifestatitm of thieir dismay 
at the ^ency’s dedson to 
grant them a mere 4 to 12 per 
cent salary increase, consi- 
dered far less than expected. 

“We expened to get a 
reasonable inaease in sa^es 
in view of the soaring prices 
and the general economic 
situation, but we have bben 
granted less increases than our 
colleges in Lebanon, Syria 
and the West Bank and Gaza,” 


-said All Abdul Malik, who 
represents the teachers group. 

“Between 1979 and 1991 
UNRWA workers and 
teachers were offered two in- 
creases in salaries while those 
of other areas in UNRWA 
received several increases dur- 
ing the same period,” he said 
in interview with tbe Jordan 
Times. 

“UNRWA workers in Syria 
received some 40 per cent, 
those in Lebanon 25 per cent 
and the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip 25 per cent," he 
said. 

“In our cable to Mr. Tiirk- 
men, we expressed our dismay 
over this issue and demanded 
that our salaries be increased 
to at least the same level with 
those of the our colleagues in 
other areas.” he said. 

Dennis Brown, the UN- 
RWA director in Jordan, has 
been handed the cable to for- 
ward it to Vienna, Mr. Malik 
said. “We hope that our ri^t- 
fril demand will be met as soon 
as possible,” be added. 

He said that the workei-s and 


teachers could opt to take 
further action should Aeir de- 
mands continue to be ignored, 
but be gave no details. 

The last time UNRWA em- 
ployees took action in demand 
for an increase in salaries was 
in 1989. after whidi the age^ 
conducted a survey of living 
standards and gave the 
teachers an increase in pay. 

Mr. Malik said that 30 com- 
mittes gathered at the agency 
headquarters Monday, repre- 
senting teachers, workers, and 
UNRWA headquarters offi- 
dals. 

“The cable and the sit-in 
were aimed at expressing our 
dismay at being treated unfair- 
ly and to call on the agency to 
reconsider its decision alrout 
the increase,” said Mr. Malik. 

He said that the workers 
hope that the agency will now 
respond favourably to their de- 
mand to avert further com- 
plications. He smd the agency 
staff hope to get an increase 
that would help them cope 
with tbe soaring cost of living 
in the country. 


Protestors staging hunger strike , 
sit-in against U.N. embargo on Iraq 

By Nut Sati children are suffering and they and the United States for their 


By Nur Sati 

Spedal to tbe Jo/riaa 77mes 

AMMAN — Two peoirfe who 
have been staging a hunger 
strike against the U.N. sanc- 
tions cn Iraq have been admit- 
ted to a ho^tal. offidals said. 

The two, part cf a group of 
20 people have been oonducting 
sit-ins in front of the United 
Nations headquarters in 
Shmeisani, were admitted to 
thc'bospitel Sunday, officials 
said. No further information 
on their condition was avail- 
able. 

The strikers, who are mostly 
Palestinians, Jordanians and 
Sudanese and are members of 
the Al Hussein Youth Qub, 
said Sunday they will continue 
their hunger strike for another 
three days. In the meantime, 
they will continue their pro- 
tests in front of the U.N. head- 
quarters. 

“We are gong to walk to the 
U.S. embassy and band them a 
leaflet,” said Alawi ^edhan, 
who has been taking part in tbe 
sit-ins for the past two week. 
“We just want to let the world 
hear our vraces — that Iraqi 


children are suffering and they 
are looking for peace.” 

The United Nations Chil- 
dren' Fund (UNICEF), which 
has been oonducting humanita- 
rian relief programmes to Iraq 
since the (julf war ended, has 
estimated that 87,(XX) children 
have died as a result of the 
embargo. 

One of the protestors, a 
middle-aged man from Sudan, 
has shai^ off his hair and 
refused to talk to people as a 
sign of solidarity with the chil- 
dren of Iraq, Mr. Shedhan 
said. 

“He is reflecting the silence 
of tbe Ira^ diikiren,'’ 
Shedhan said. 

Although adnritting that he 
does nerf expect mudi of a 
reaction from the U.S. embas- 
sy, Mr. Shedhan said tiiat he 
was hoping to draw attention 
to what is happening in Iraq. 
“We are looking for a trial to '■ 
change something whidi we 
consider was a dii^ war,” he 
said. 

The leaflet, whidi will also 
be given to tbe Chinese, Rus- 
sian and Egyptian emb^ies, 
critidses the United Nations 


and the United States for their 
roles in enforcing the embai;^. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts- from the leaflet: 

“U.S. President George 
Bush is assodated with Ae 
most heinous ^ outrages and 
merciless economic embargo 
against Iraq, tbe cradle of the 
world's most andent dvilisa- 
tions.” 

“Just as udiat happened in 
Hiroshema and Nagasaki, 
when the United States drop- 
ped tbe first nuclear bombs on 
purely dviUan targets, U.S. 
warplanes bombed the Amir- 
iya ddlian shelter in Baghdad 
to massacre in cold blood 
women, diitdren and elderly 
peo|rfe. The Amiriya crime 
was so brutal that it dwarfed 
Nazi crimes during tbe Second 
World War.” 

“The Amiriya crime has ren- 
dered Invalid dl talk by super- 
powers about human ri^ts. 
All the tirades by the U.S.' 
allies and those who supported 
U.N. resolutions to fra'litats 
aggression against Iraq under 
the U.N. now amount to no 
more than political treachery 
the leaflet said. 


Agricultural Credit Corporation 
to open branch in Karak area 


KARAK (Petra) — The A^- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(A(^ board of directors has 
dedde^ to open a new branch for 
the corporation in the Ghw Al 
Safi area to prodde services for 
farmers in the southern Jordan 
Valley region. 

Karak Governor Eid Qatar- 
neh, who met with ACC Director 
General Mansour Ben Tarif 
Monday, stressed the importance 
of devekqnng the southern Jor- 
dan Valley region and of holding 
small projects which could pro- 
vide income to the families in the 
region. 

He also lauded the ACCs role 
in supporting farmers and o(Hn- 
ihend^ its cooperation with the 
agricultural sector in the Karak 
Governorate. 

Mr. Ben Taiif said the coipora- 
tion will oomrnence.construction 
work in the building of tbe Gbor 
Al Safi branch in January and 
that tenders for the project have 


already been announced. He 
pointed out that tbe corporation 
is now worfdog on training qual- 
ified staff to Ire employed at tbe 
branch. 

The credit movement in Karak 
Governorate, Mr. Ben Tarif said, 
is very active. “It constitutes 20 
per cent of the volume of credits 
in Jordan, which is estimated at 
about JDlO ndUion," be said. 

He affirmed that the corpora- 
ticHi's recent dedaon to pay for 
part of the interest rates on some 
loans was coaimeoded by formers 
who expressed their wilUng to 
cooperate with h. He called on 
fanirers to pay back tbdr debts to 
enable the corporation to oon- 
timie extending its services to the, 
atgricnlCDra] sector. 

In another developnwnt, Mr. 
Ben Tarif Monda/ visited tbe 
new buildiitg which now bou^ 
the ACC erffioes in the Karak 
Governorate and inspected the 
work process in its various sec- 


tions. 

According to Director of the 
ACC Karak ‘ branch Hamed 
Omeireen, the brandi bad ex- 
tended loans worth JD2,243,91S 
to 773 farmers in the Karak Gov- 
ernorate. 

Mr. Ben Tarif Monday told the 
Jordan News Age^, Fbtra, that 
the corporation will continue ex- 
lendii^ investment loans to far- 
mers in the various agricultural 
fields, mcluding land reform, the 
planting of trees, exploiting water 
resoim» and devetoping airimai 
wealth in the Kingdom. He said 
that JDll million were allocated 
'for die ACCs 1992 plans. 

The plans of the oorporation. 
he said, will concentrafe on sup-' 
porting agricultural processing 
and mannfocturing projects, par- 
ticularly cooperative ones, and 
marketing a^cultnial products 
in addition to (Hoviding loans to 
formers to purchase agricultural 
maduirery. 


Fast mail service to be 
introduced in Irbid, Aqaba 


AMMAN (Fe^) — Fast deliv- 
ery mafl sen^ will be intro- 
duced to tire cities of Irbid and 
Aqr^ for tbe first tinre by the 
IteEinning of January, Com- 
munications Minister Jamal 
Saiaireh said Mcmday. 

He said that in view of tbe 
increasing demand of fost deliv^ 
ery mail in the two cities and as 
part of the ministry's plai^ to 


extend tbe service to all parts of 
the Khtgdom, tbe fast defivery, 
map services will be introduced in 
Irbid and Aqaba wito the Mmy- 
oonditioiis and rates as in Am- 
man. 

Any citizen, company or public 
or private establishmeni could 
call at tbe central mafl offices in 
Irbid and Aqaba to benefit from 
the fast delivery mail service, Mr. 
Saraireh said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


"A" Art and reuament^on exhibition by Sab^ Hadidi at the 
Rogral Cnftoral Centre. 

4 Art exhibitioQ I 9 Jnmana Al Hnsseiiii at Abdiri 
Sboman Foondation Gallery — 10 aou.- 5 p.m. 


RJ to 

introduce 

baby 

meal 

service 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), the national 
airline, will introduce baby 
meal service on its aircraft 
along all routes starting 
Wednesday, aocordiiig to an 
airline announcement Mon- 
day. 

The armooncement said that 
the meals will be prepared by 
tire RJ caterii^ units in Am- 
man and offe^ along with 
sweets for the benefit of the 
young passengers of different 
classes 
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Secrecy is double-edged 


EVERYONE IS still very secretive in ttis oomitry. Yester- 
day evening. Dr. Abdul Salam Mi^ali, Jordan’s chief 
delegate to the Middfe East peace talks, was lecturing at the 
World Affairs Cooncil, |mesiiiii;ri>iy, cm the devdo|Hiient of 
the peace talks and the psrth they are expected to foOow. The 
press was not invited and when we inquired if we cooM 
attend, we were told we were not allowed to be present at dto 
lecture, which was open onty to a sderied few. 

A reporter at this newspaper had been tryii^ all week to 
get information <m an aOeged anmiption case at a 
Jordasdan institntion, but to no avril. An Arabic daily last 
week pdillslied the text of what it said was a circular by one 
minister banning his staff from talking to the press except 
with prior permission from dbe minisler binsdf. 

Tb^ are only few examples of bow onr society still views 
the rale of the press. Many ei onr esteemed poUtkians and 
(dfidals seaning^ have no respect for jonrnali^’ and 
newqmpers’ discretion and judgement modi less th^ right 
to free access to newsworthy events or developments. Yet no 
chance is missed to critkise the press for not (daying its 
intended role in democracy-boildittg. The press cannot 
folfiil its fonctioD as a Fourth Estate unless all restrictions 
{daoed it, except those deemed necessary by nations^ 
secority interests, are lifted. To be able to counter the Israeli 
media, for example, journalists need to know in-dqith 
Jordan’s portion regarding die peace talks. Editors and 
chief-editi^ are responsible and wise people wboare no less 
keen over the coimtiy’s intoest than their coOeagnes in the 
government or on peace missions. Keeping die press blind to 

□nportant informatioD sneh as die ledw delivered by 
Jordan’s chief negotiator does not reciprocate die postnredT 
responsibiiity that the press has tried to maintain. It is no 
longer vfadrie or healthy to withhold information. People not 
only have the rigb^ to know, governments are obliged to 
make information avaOaUe to anymie wbo seeks it. Secrecy 
enoour^es corrnptkm because ctmipanies and individnals 
wbo keep their aocoonts secret can very easily evade tmt- 
Ljkewise, oCBcials who hide the infonnation op dieir own 
sleeves oonld always be eyed with sospidon. 

Deqiite aO the restrictkms, the pre», in two years of die 
demoGradsatxm process, hm so far shown a reasonable 
measore of restraint not less than that diown by govefnnmt 
m* Pardanient. 

Almost two bundred years ago, one great expooeiit of 
democracy and free speech said dud if he wonid have been 
asked to choose between a government withont a free press 
or a free pr e ss without government, he would have cbosen 
the latter. It ongbf ^ hist be read^ that free jxess is a 
gnarantee for a progressive government and a free society. 
For onless everyone kimw his or her acthms are public, one 
wcmld very easity be tempted to use whatever powo* or 
she possesses to his or her own sdf interest. The press is not 
a legislator, nadier is it governor or jwta^. It mordy is die 
means by v^bidi society exchanges infimnation and conducts 
its debates. Unless the press is allowed to do jnst that, onrs 
win be a deaf and mote society. Is ihi« bow onr peers want 
ns to be? 


ARABIC 






AL RAT daily Monday praised the Financial Committee of the 
Lower House of Pariiament for what it called an objective and 
in-depth evaluation of the 1992 draft budget and the economic 
reform plan attached to it as presented by the finance minister to 
the House. Perhaps it is one of very rare times that such pontive 
and constructive response has been drawn from the Lower House 
which seems now to fully realise the crucial moments the country 
is ^ng and the government's ancere efforts to reform the 
national economy through the implementation of an economic 
restructuring programme, said the paper. The Finance Commit- 
tee’s report was comprehensive and reflected a high degree of 
awareness of the nation's problems and presented a clear insight 
mud the serious challenges, and difficuit circumstances facing 
Jordan at the moment, commented the daily. It said that botii the 
coinimttee's repcm and the ^peedies of the various deputies 
demonstrated a high sense of responsil^ty and true commitment 
to share in the process of reforming the national economy. The 
speeches dwelt mainly on the questions of poverty, unemploy- 
ment and the reform of the national economy, shading more 
light on methods that could be followed to carry out the 
restructuring Foograrome, the paper noted. It said that the 
Parliament session was more like a pxiiitioo-economic symposium, 
focusing attention on the difficult economic and social questions 
now facing our nation. 


A columnist in A1 Ra*i daily said that Iran was not only Iraq's 
enemy, but that of the whole Arab Nation, Midnl Rahhn Omar: 
review^ Tehran’s poation More, during and after the Gulf 
crisis, accusing the Iranian regime of stabbing the Arab Nation in 
the bsxk. Statements given by the heads of the Tehran r^me had 
given false hopes to the Arab countries wfaidi soon discovered the 
real role and intentions of their eastern neighbour, said tiie writer. 
In the Gulf war, Iran stood by the U.S.-led ^lianoe. after the war 
ended, Tehran has been instrumental in creating dKtoibances 
inside Iraq, causing further sufferings to its people and later 
tightening the blocluKle imposed on Ba g hdad, the writer pointed 
out. He said that the Iranians still det^ thousands of Iraqi 
prisoners of war, hold Iraqi civilian and mOiuuy aircrait and 
continue to foment trouble among the Shiites in southern Iraq. 
The Iranians, who never fired a sin^e shot against the Israeli 
ooc u piers of Palestine, an anti-American conference to 

abort the peace process, but at the same time were in secret 
negotiations with Washington over Che fate of the hostages in 
Lebanon, the writer continued. The long-established Iranian 
alliance with Libya came to nought when tbe Western countries 
started issuing threats against Tripoli, said the cohuniust. Noting 
diat Tehran is now turning its attention to Sudan, tbe uniter said 
this move is dearly intended to stir trouble in neighbouring Egypt 
throu^ the Islamic fundamentalist groups, with the hope of 
destaMinng tte Arab country. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Raiti (j. | 


^ 

God, Algeria, Arab rebirth and potato chips 


THE stunning victory of the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS, its 
French acronym) in the first round 'bf the Algerian parliamentary 
elections is a yeiy important milestone for the region, peihaps the 
most important political development since the overthrow of the 
Shah of Iran in 1989. Like the demise of tbe Shah, the FIS victory 
sends three powerful messages: 

1. It is a sign of massive grassroots disenchantment with the 
existing political, sodal. and economic order. 


2. It serves notice to tbe incumbent Arab power structure that 
grassroots political organisation and human will can dian ge 
or even remove long establiriied systems, regardess of those 
svstems' control of the means of violence, patronage, or the 
national budget. 


3. Tbe powerful appeal of Islam can and will be used to rally 
politicd sentiment across Arab frontiers artifidally estate 
lished by the British and French in the 1930s. It provides 
Arabs with an effective shon term hope that the sense of 
identity and security that has not been satisfied to date either 
by Arab nationalism or secular statism may be achieved 
through other indigenous vehicles. 


What happens next is anybody's guess. Mine is that FIS rule in 
Algeria cannot be stopped without tremendous bloodshed, and 
tbe gc^rnment and army would be foolish to try to stop it. The 
FIS will take power, and its rule will result in two developments: 
a) It uili gradually transform Algeria into a mildly “Islamic" 
state, vrith comforting emotional changes and superficial but 
highly symbolic acts that formally commit the state to Islamic 
dictates, but little substantive dianges in the aftairs of the state or 
tbe individual and b) In the end, it will simply confinn what has 
been clear. for about the last. oh. three thousand years that states 
based on religion do not work, for religion is a spiritual compact 
with God and a moral code for man's daily life, not a mani^o 
for tbe political configuration of temporal and independent states. 


The several contemporary models of states with strong or even 
formal religious foundations (Iran, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan. 
Sudan, Israel. Lebanon) are lands of deep human sentiment and 
dignity, but h^ly models of paradise on earth. While they all 
have their good points, and the three religions represented in 
their frenzied political arrangements (Islam, Judaism, and Christ- 
ianity) share a parallel wellspring of mor^ rectitude, they are 
emphatic confirmation that religion as a basis for statehood is a 
failed experiment. Reli^on in tbe service of politics, however, is a 
powerful yet transitional oocurrence. It is a means of change more 
than a means of poUcy-formuiation. as valid for Middle Easter- 
ners today as it was for black South Africans in the 1980s and 
black Americans in the 1960s. 

God is highly effective partner in protesting and challenging 
unjust political orders, as Iran, Algeria, and t^ers have shown 
ns. But He has yet to prove bis competence in export promotion, 
job creation, budget balancing, water conservation, and the many 
other practical problems that have to be resolved by ruling 
governments. 

Algeria will once again test these truisms, and it can use all the 
help it can get. For tbe Algerians are a good microcosm of 
everything wrong with the Arab World in recent decades — 


centralised and autocratic government, intolerance for opposing 
political opinions, comiprion and mismanagement, sodlal ronfu- 
sion due to rapid consumerism, urbanism, and industrialiration, a 
distorted reliance on foreign imports of food and capital and 
consumer goods, massive foreign debt, rising unemployment, and 
a general deterioration in individual quality of life, sense of 
confidence, and future hope. 

When we see all of these things happening in our part of the 
Arab World, in the Levantine states bordering Israel and 
F^estine. we tend to attribute much of the blame to the 
consequences of the militarism, waste, and distortions of ffie 
Arab-Israeii conflict. Algeria, however, is far away from Palestine 
and the bitter anger of the L^ant; yet it still suffers problems so 
massive and pervasive that its people have sought last resort 
refuge in tbe arms of God, and in the slogans and^ promises of 
those would claim in represent God in earthly political circles. 

Clearly, Algeria is a confused and directionless land, an 
Arab/Isla^c orphan suffering the consequences of inappropriate 
parentage ax the hands: of its French foster parents. Algeria is 
perhaps the most sad and glaring example of post-colonial Arab 
stupor. A land rich in resources, history, culture, and people. 
Algeria stumbles into the 1990s dazed and deeply in debt. Its 
people are angry and frightened. Their past and their lan^age 
were taken from them by the French. Their present is an 
embarrassing mess resuiting from over a quarter century of 
one-party rule. Their future is ail they have left, and they do not 
want to lose that as well. 

De^rerate to salvage whatever they can of their national 
identity, the Algerian people turned to Islam the only force that 
could unite them, spur ffiem on to great deeds of national 
self-assertion, and challenge the excesses and failures of foe 
public politick order. All of this started in foe mid 1980s. peaking 
first in foe 1988 street riots that forced foe National Liberation 
Front to relinquish its monopoly on power and adopt a pluralistic 
political system. This electoral victory is foe second peak for the 
Islamic opposition, and it is doubly significant because it 
happened despite fervent attempts by foe government and foe 
ruling power elite to discredit foe Islamic movement, lock up its 
leaders, and influence foe election results through blatant 
eleaoral redistricting that gave the government a bener chance of 
victory. 

Neverfoeless, the government lost badly, because it had failed 
foe crucial test of responding to the rights, needs and. a^irations 
of the Algerian people. The victory of the Islamic Salvation Front 
confirms that ^am remains foe primary vehicle for political 
expression of massive grassroots di^ment. It also indicates that 
tbe pause in Arab political transformation that accompanied foe 
Gulf war is now over. The momentum for widespread political 
change in the region now resumes from foe point it reached in mid 
1990. 

The West and much of foe power elite in the Arab World are 
worried and fri^tened by foe Islamic victory, and understandably 
so, for foe HS victory is indeed a major threat to foe 
made-in-Europe and protected by America order that has ruled 
the Arab World for foe last half a century. That order has seen 
something like two thousand billion dollars transferred from foe 
Arab World to foe West in foe last 30 years, in foe form of 
imports, investments, bank deposits, payment for goods and 
services, and. most recently, protection money and payments to 


rent Western armies. But this order has not worked ^ 
from foe viewpoint of the average Arab man ot 
it is no surprise that foe Arab people t^y should be ^ 
something different, and something bener. 

The Shah's overthrow in 1979 was an ea^ sign that thca 
Middle Eastern order had largely fail^ its The( 

challenge to the S>Tian government and Anwar Sadat s ax: 
tion two years later were other signs of sometning very ^ 
foe soul of our Arab/Islamic Iands.,Many other si^f^ 
the next decade, including the overthrow of Jaafar Num 
Sudan, Habib Bourguiba in Tunisia, and Mohammad Sad 
in Somalia, foe ethnic and religious fragmentation of L* 
the contim^ Islamic chalJen^ to the Egyptian regime, the 
demonstrations in Jordan in April 1989 that led to 
democratisation, the gromng and increasingly successful 
sroots pressures for polttica! pluralism iii Mauritania (Mg 
nia!), the recent ethnic/politicai riolence in Djibouti, the I 
of autocratic systems hi Yemen, the collapse and bloody civ 
of the Somali state, and, finally, when Kuwait was liter^ly g 
in 1991, tbe deafening silence throughmit foe Arab Wq 

Only two major political forces have not beenf tried in a s 
manner in the Arab World in recent decades — democrat 
Islam. Hie foird important force of Arab nationalism can o 
manifested as a result of Islam or democracy's suooi 
propelling foe Arab people forward, far from their past fi 
and subjugation, beyond their recent torpor, and well awaj 
their current stupor. Tlie luce is now on to see ifoefocr denu 
or Islam captures tbe heart and imagfnatipo of foe Arabs, 
are not necessarily mutually exc^urive. 

In fact, they are probably symbiotic, in character, each of 
foe other support and streng^. foe Islamic groups are ex< 
influence and wielding power in sever^ Arab countries (Y< 
Jordan, Algeria) th^ks to tbeif . jnitidpation in demo 
processes. Those who fear the Islainic wave should re-exi 
their fears, and accept it as aq inevitable and ultin 
constructive phase in the national tiiuisfonnation and re-bi 
an Arab Nation that has been aiSng, wandering, and flounc 
for many decades dazzled by foe money of oil, the glia 
Western video games, and the.satisfyzng crunch of potato c 

Tbe premier task now facing the Arabs and Mufoms o 
region is to work out a new pofitical model that is appropru 
our region, soda! I^acy, and people. Such a modd i 
accommodate Idam as our primary moral heritage and ftx 
tion, democracy as tbe key operative principle of our poUit 
amd pluralism as foe immutable foundation of our raofti-et 
multi-religious Arab societies foat indude many non-Axabi 
non-Muslims. To fight foe power of Islam and grassroots M 
Eastern political, sentiment is to fi^t a losing and CDoece 
battle, and also to engage in hypocritical fears — if we are sc 
about respecting tiie win of foe majority through plor 
democracy. After being told for many decades to shat uj 
enjoy their i mp n u t e d potato chips and videos, foe Arab/M 
people of our region are speaking out with force, and they i 
foe language Of change and renewal. Honest and intelligeni 
and women throu^out foe Arab World must now assure th 
continuing triumpb. of politicised Islam leads to frefo, vige 
and relevant Arab rdnrth grounded in human dignity, fta 
and identity. That, one suspects, is what God and all his pre 
had in mind for us all along. 


By Maria Holt 

ALL, on tbe surface, aj^ieais 
peaceful here. It b late antumn 
but stili warm. Hie Sea of Galflee 
gmitly, blue and serene, yet 
humming wifo activity. On tile 
other side of the lake foe Golan 
rises, seemingjy impervious to 
humim maefamatims. Tiberias b 
not mi unpleasant town to visit, 
well endowed with discos, 
beaches and waterfront res- 
taurants. Nonetheless, intima- 
tions ai precaiionsuess petssL 
I left Jerusalem on Friday 
morning on a bus going north. 
Bekfaing foitii air cond i tioriuig 
and incongruous muzak, the bus 
desoeoded quicUy into tbe stark 
austerity oi the West Bank. The 
passet^ers were oa assortment of 

Israelis going home for the 
weekend, a few settieis, tiie odd 
tourist and a great many soldiers. 
Hus militazy (xeseoce, both on 
and off duty, b SMnetfamg most 
viritore stop noticing after a day 
or ' two. But at first it b quite 
efisquieting. The sokfiers, uni- 
formly young and orefinary, their 
machine ^ms proi^ied caiefessly 
against adjacent seats, are ready, 
one supposes, to spring into ao- 


Where life seems happy 


tion. For we are venturing, 
althoi^ it b easy to forget, into 
enemy urritory. 

By tile time we readied Tiber- 
ias after an uneventful journey, 
the Sabbath was about to start 
and banks and shops were dos- 
ing. But foe town seemed to hint 
at uncomplicated pleasaies, a 
break from the lemin- 

ders of occiqntion. Striving to 
apfxoxhnate Limassol or the Cos- 
ta dd Sol, Tiberias cannot 
aftogetber lose its air of frantic 
escapism, like them, it has per- 
fect^ foe art of tomisuj. Over- 
piioed concrete monstrorities iiito 
foe water front to cater for the 
anticipated tinrongs of visitors, 
most of whom seem to hail from 
Td Aviv, or tiie United States. 

WhUe Arab Nazaiefo, just 
down foe road, snffera from a 
shocking de^ee of official neg- 
lect. Hberias eutioes aSluenoe by 
a systematic destnictioa of the 
past, a headlong ludi away frxnn 
antbentidty. T^ contrast s , if 


one bofoers to think about them 
- at aQ, are disturbing, lurking un- 
comfortably on foe fidnges of 
friael’s consdousness; tiie occu- 
pied territories for examine. Not 
very fru away squats tbe Falesti- 
man refugee camp of Balata, a 
squalid hellhole. But do these sad 
places, or indeed foe many other 
unsavoury aspects of tbe occu- 
pier’s lot, in^inge on the hedo- 
nistic sun-seekers of Tiberias? 
Probably not 

At foe beginning of 1948, 
Tfoerias was home to around 
5,000 Palestinians. Not one re- 
mained by the time Israel was 
established a few months later. In 
the centre of the town tiie old 
'mosque still stands, solid and 
inqxsng, but abai^ned now 
and rinUqg, wifo tbe blessing of 
the municipality, into decay. Hns, 
dearly, b a side of Tiberias best 
ignored, an unoouxfoitable mem- 
ory of foose who used to dwell 
liOT. These days, if seea at aO, 
**the Ardis” are glimpsed at me- 


nial tasks in restaurants and 
beadi resorts. Such forced foiget- 
ftdness cannot help but bn^ 
insecurity. 

On the public beadi, a heap of 
rocks and rubble for uduefa one 
need not pay tiie hefty entrance 
fee oi more exdusive stretches 
tiie lake shore, a group of yoopg 
Ethiopian boys fir^c in me wa- 
ter, using eeof^ plastic bottles 
strqiped to their bodies as swim- 
ming aids. There are many Etino- 
pians in Hberias, peof^ who 
“know nothing’’ neimer the lan- 
guage uor foe customs of Israd. 
Yet th^ are welcome, ttiQr are 
tbe future. 

A ooontxy made up of newcom- 
ers, and stUl they pom in, like a 
piaster vainly struggling to stop a 
gushing wound. The wound b 
Palestine, penned in at Balata, at 
Sfan’fet and Dabayriia, in tiie 
teemixig aQeys of JexusalCT’s Old 
Oty. Meanwhile contented 
Israeli famiKeg enjoy a large and 
leburety Sabbath bnmdi in the 


hnmy hotek of Hberias. More 
contrasts, yet they seem able to 
ooexbt in a neat enough fashion, 
too neat maj^. Is &s what h 
was all for, tire bloodshed and tire 
angmsh? 

Watting foe tourist boats 
striking oot across the Sea of 
Galilee, one could almnst be by 
Lalte Como, without a care in tito 
worid. But ^ Iscaefis, we know, 
have many cares, however deter- 
minedly they shxTig tiiem off and 
behave as if mOTalzty were'on 
their side. Ranoons mnac booms 
out everywhere, even from tiie 
boats cfaiiggmg round the lake, to 
the Gdan aM back, lit up ^ 
fany ii^bts at n^ht, as if to drown 
the tineatening sifenoe. 

There exists in Hboias a de- 
Bberate, carefully cultivated 
tiieatricality that b ahnost oon- 
vincing. The town cocaines, after 
an, a ^lectaculai natural setting. 
If one pretends hard enough if is 
vcty nearly possibie to be be- 
gpifed. Thb aoeae of simpte plea- 


sure, however, b as daiq 
decqilive as the NfiddQe E 
Hberias b a rough to 
told. But not just Tibet 
^ole country celebratei 
ness as a national efaa 
tic. Viofence hovers at t 
gins of society, ready to 
at any moment. And i 
does, in loud and aggress 
bal exchanges which pass 
vhriality, in fist fights and 
road accidents md, son 
off in the diaaooe, the h 
tion of an entixe people. ' 
the not su r p ri si ng effect 
dudng a natiem^ pare 
also creates a sort of rest! 
gnessing what life should 
but not qoto able to ad 
It b an incompletenes 
suggests that, far from di 
tiie occupied territories 
vnU be capaUe of frtifilfi] 
only by relinquishing 
Thro, one day, its dr 
noraidity will come tr 
maity have said, Israel a 
oeivaUy be suoorotihl n 
aU tiie land it wants, 
in very great danger, ofi 
soul. — MkkDe East lute 
al, .' London. 


Trees as protectors of 



the environment 


Help Iraqi c 


To the Efotor: 


The followiqg aiticfe b rtyirinted 
6vm a [Anted Natidas and 
AgTKultural Organ&atkm path 
Scatkm. 


rr TAKES NATURE between 

3.000 and 12,000 years to build up 
cDongb soil to form productive 
land. ErosioD can destroy tiiat 
work in a matter of hours. Worl- 
dwide, 3,200 nriHion hectares are 
under threat from desertification 
and the livelibood of 700 million 
people b at ibk. 

Wind and water are the prin- 
cipal agents thb destruction. In 

extreme oonfotions, 150 tonnes of 
topsoil can be blown off one 
hectare of land in an hour. The 
^ibter, finer parses of soil — 
which are also the most fertile — 
are carried away first. It was wind 
erosioa that created the dost 
bowb in tbe Great Plains of the 
United States in foe 1930s — one 
four-day storm carried away 300 
million tonnes of sofl. 

Water erosion b the most com- 
mon fonn of erosion; some stu- 
dies suggest that as modi as 

25.000 mfllion tonnes of soil are 
wi^ed away each year. lb India, 
for example, water erosion 
affects 90 mfflon hectares — 
more than 30 per cent of the 
coontiy. 

Water eroaon causes land- 
slides and, by sihxng up rivers. 


increases floofong and d^rades 
drinking water. Deforestation in 
the Himalayas contributes to the 
anms^ flooding of 4.9 million 
hectares in India and the washing 
of 2/tOQ milliOTi tonnes of silt into 
the rivers of Bangladesh eadi 
year. Riverbeds in the Terai re- 
gion of Nepal are rising by be- 
tween 1.5 to 3 metres a decade. 

Sfltation reduces foe effective- 
ness of dams and bydro-electiic 
systems. It has rediuted foe life 
expectant of tiie T*fizam Sagar 
reservoir in India to 6 per cent of 
its design capacity. 

Productive land b also lost 
when its nutrient contents b de- 
pleted, or vdien it becomes too 
saline. If groundwatm- rises to 
within 1 metre of tbe surface, it 
can be drawn to tbe top and 
evaporate, leaving conce n tra ti ons 
of ^ts wtecta bufld cqj over time 
and pollute the sofl. Waterlog- 
and salinbation have re- 
duo^ yields from 11 millKsi heo- 
tazes o£ cropland in Pakistan. 

.Tbe compacting of soil through 
the use of heavy machinery, or 
even the oontmued pounding by 
cattie, renders it too hard to 
water to penetrate ot for plants to 
grow. 

While all these chains of events 
e o cur naturally, human interven- 
tion has more than doubled the 


natural rate of erosion and des- 
troyed an estimated 2,000 mfllion 
heoaies of land. 

Wind and water have a major 
impact when the soil is left ex- 
posed: uiien tbe protective cover 
of vegetation b lost. Homan 
beings, through the misus e or 
overnse of the land, initiate thb 
chain of destnictioa. Sustainable 
management, however, can re- 
verse foe cyde. 

Trees can protect foe soH and 
improve the quality of water snp- 
pliOT. They can be used as wind- 
breaks to protect the land fr'om 
wind erosaoD up to a dibbnoe of 
at least 20 times their height. 
Planting shelterbelts has led to 
increases in grain yields cf up to 
200 per cent. 

In China, a new Great Wall b 
beh^ built; a shelterbelt nearly 
6,000 km long, covering 1.6 mil- 
lion hectares. It will form a pro- 
tective barrier around foe 
desert, deagned to reduce ero- 
sion and reclaim lost land. In 
Morocco, windbreaks are helping 
to stabilise moving sand dnnes, 
stopping them from encroadiing 
on titivated land. 

Trees and vegetation reduce 
the effect of water erosion by 
softening tbe impact of rainfall, 
by stuping floodwater from 
swee^g over foe land and by 
bokfing foe sed together. This 


bmding effect b paiticulariy «*»*- 
portant on slojting, slty-prone 
land. Landslides are'seven Hums 
more frequent in sudi areas, fol- 
lowing tbe removal of trees. 

Forests bordering rivers and 
streams act as a buffer, cartriwng 
sediment and filtering out che- 
micab and pesticides that pollute 
the water supply. They also les- 
sen tbe damage from floods. 

Because trees absorb more wa- 
ter than other plants, tiiey often 
compete with cre^, but tiieir 
removal can cause rises in the 
water table that are equally de- 
trimental. 

Many trees restore nutrients to 
the soil that were removed by 
oops; by protecting bumus they 
safeguard natural fertilizer sud- 
plies. 

Trees protect tbe environmrot 
in other w^v. Coastal wetlands 
and shallows, particularly 
estuaries and mangrove swamps, 
provide food and shelter for 
waterfowl, fish, crnstaceans and 
foollnscs. They are breeding 
grounds for shnmps. Mangrove 
forests protect tbe coastiine from 
wave damage and tidal surges. 
The cost to U.S. imarine. fisher- 
ies of degradation in coastal wet- 

lands b otimated at $86 mfllion a 

year. Using trees to protect tiie 
covironincnt can reap real econo- 
mic benefits. 


ON Oiristmu Eve, vriule watching TV, 
cfaildrea getting presents ixi a very 
Imm edia te ly I thought of my com 
Iraq. Hiey are Iraqi Kurds Kving in 

allowed to i^y. Do you know why? Bee 
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Everytmie my father travels to 

Gopy^ks, proefls and some food to 

rdatives like my father who always reme 

basic needs but what about other children 
outside Iraq? 

On my b^day, I refused to accept pr 
frirods to bring milk to Iraqi clifldren 
Your grandchfldxro and aU duldrea of i 
got everything, and I am sure you " 

settle on a ttflendid present to your 
are satisfied whfa a dran nf miiir 
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I asked my parents if it S possible for my 
tte pr^^t of tbe United States. The 


know. But in foe name of children and 
every person in the United States in w 
hogpens to fall to try and send it to Mr 1 
and Fm waiting to an answer. 
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Race hate catches 

fire in Europe 


U.S.-Japan trade frictions rise 
ahead of Bush Tokyo visit 


THE firture for them U sinister. 

Mtting in her headmistress’s 
^oe in a primary school in 
Perpignan watdiiiig her white, 
tok and Arab pupils playinz in 
Jc OTintyanl. Olga is fra^y 
downhearted. 

A vigorous woman of liberal 
views who, in cramped clas- 
srooms and on a s mall salary, has 
done ter best for rat* relation in 
her city, she is certainly no de- 
featist. But she has no illusions 
about the fhtaiie ooorse of politics 
and conmnmity life in this de- 
pressed corner of France in the 
shadow of the P3rrenees. 


The tide immigrants across the 
Mediterranean from Muslim 
Nordi Africa is inexorable; the 
local French reaction is getting 
ton^ier month by month; the 
Natkmal Front of Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, wfaiefa wants immigrants out, 
alrndy commands the loyalty of 
a tiurd of the voters of Perpignan 
and is bound to gm stronger. 

Politics in Perpignan, as in 
other Eoropean cities great and 
small from Bremen to Brindisi, 
are swinging to the ri^t be^us^ 
of iinmigratioD. 

Overtiy radst parties sudi as 
die National Front and the Re- 
pubhkaneT in Germany are hav- 
ing a fidd day. Moderate con- 
semtives are scrabbling after 
tfadr voteis, terrified lest the ex- 
tremists woo away any more of 
that middle dass on whom the 
moderate right has always de- 
pended. 

The left, supposedly commit- 
ted to greater intematioDalism 
than the rig^, has the hard job of 
seeldhg pc^es which are at the 
same time saleable and humane. 
Fearihl lest turmoil in the East 
posh millions of Slavs and eastern 
Emopeare to seek peace and 
pros^rity in the West and 
alan^ at the prospect of new 
waves of immigration from the 
Maghreb and the whole sonthern 
shore of the Mediterranean — 
and from Africa beyond — politi- 
cians are being forced to get to 
gr^ with a set of problems 
wl^, all are agreed, can only 
get worse. 

- ^As an increasing^ depressed 
Tfand World stirs and begins to 
move, immigration will throw its 
diadow over public life in 
Enn^. The drive of migrants 
towards tihe rich countries of 
Western Europe, strmigly influ- 
enoed as it is by the glc^ con- 
trast in standards of liring be- 
tween the poor South and the rich 
Nndi, oomld produce as many 
prolans for Europe in the years 
to oome as the cold war ever did. ^ 
PeihapLinore. 

At an intemational conference 
in Rome sometime ago the 
Vatican talked of ’^hundreds of 
wutiifirM of people on the move.” 
In tte frighten^, violent port of 
hfioseines, where North Africans 
are in die vast majority in many 
ifidjids, Le M^tBonal. the local 
daily, has recalled the 

woi^ of Houaxi Bonmedienne, 
die Algerian nationalist leader; 
**No atomic bomb wQl stop our 
peoples one day invading the ridi 
of the 'northern bemis^ 

ptoe." 

The hw pnrt' of the migration 
issne goes through uifioifo grada- 
tions in Enrope from city to city 
and village to viDage d^iending 
on whether immigrants are black 
or white, Christian or Muslim; on 
wfaedier the local economy is 
booming or struggling; on 
vhetliCT local pofitidans are skil- 
fhl or dever; or on whether, as in 
Gexmai^, the roots of a racist 
ideology are stiD alive. With up to 
10 miTHon non-EC immigrants 
settled among the 320 milUon 
inhabitants of the Community 
and tens of milK ons more trying 
to crowd in, it is rare for any part 
ei Europe to be completely un- 
affect^ Enrope, after all, needs 
workers as birth rates slump: o^y 
in Ireland is the birth rate in- 


Ih Germany, in recent weeks, 
hatred of immigrants has boiled 
np in public «nd demonstrated 
democratic and united Ger- 
many, can <ril1 prodnee uglmoss. 
diat of the Nazi era. The 
extreme right oommands enor- 
mn n* rffytQr ai f iindg . PoUoe reac- 
tion against radal extremists in 
Ger many ha«t often been hahmg 
perhaps because, as opinion 
polls show, the police sympathise 
with them. 

Gflntber Sdmltze, a sodok^ist 
of the Friedrich Ebert Foui^- 
tion, says: “Discrimination 
agai^ foieigneis is now routine, 
Uood is agam flowing from Ger- 
man nafinnaKiom -” In Bcl^am, 
the Vlaams Blok in Handers^ and 

the National Ffonl in Wallonia — 
wtdefa advocate compulsory re- 
patriation of immigrants are 
expected to make big gains in the 


By Hngb 0*Shaoghnessy 


general elections. 

Nor is progressive Scandinavia 
an exception. The Progress Party 
of Denmark, whose leader 
Mogens Glistnip won a fifth of 
the electorate by campaigning 
against taxation, owed part of his 
success to an aj^a! to xenopho- 
bia. And this summer there have 
been demonstrations outside 

Copenhagen against immigra- 
tion. 

Perpignan, a stronghold of 
French nationalism, is a place of 
narrow streets, ancient buildings 
ud pleasant squares which dozes 
in the sun. half remembering the 
times long past when it belong^ 
to Spain. It is a city of some 
cultural pretensions: ii has a uni- 
versity and it wants to become 
known for its annual festival for 
news photographers. But below 
the quiet surface, Perpignan is a 
political snakepit. '’Perpignan is 
hardly any better than Marseilles, 
just more hypocritical.” says 
Marguerite, a teacher. 

Votes have traditionally been 
bought and sold in Perpignan, 
wth the thriving gypsy commun- 
ity among the most active traders. 
The city boss. Jacques Farran. is 
under investigation for corrupt 
practices. "Under all the diffe- 
rent political labels we’ve had the 
same gang in power here in Per- 
pignan for 50 years. It’s disgust- 
ing.” says Marguerite. After 
France was forced out of its Alge- 
rian colony three decades ago. 
the dty welcomed a large numter 
of “pieds noils,” white colonists 
who were forced off the land they 
cultivated and out of their coun- 
tiy of adoption by the victorious 
Algerian nationalists. 

“The pieds noirs are a big 
political force here.” says Claude 
B£bon, an independent-minded 
membCT of the regional assembly 
and a rather insubordinate mem- 
ber of the Socialist Party. He 
talks wistfully. “When chose men 
worked the land in Algeria they 
were often communists or good 
socialists,” be says. ’’Now they’re 
far to the right.” 

The Maghrebins — the Alge- 
rians and their Moroccan and 
Tunisian cousins — who got rid of 
French colonialism in the 1950s. 
are meanwhile following the 
French into their own country, as 
Boumedienne forecast. The poli- 
tical temperature is rising in the 
dty. 

At 7 a.m., in the sCTufty Place 
Casaoyes, not for from ^ old 
palace of the Kings of Majorca, 
the scene is reminisoent of the 
New Testament. The Maghrebins 
stand, each with his lunch in a 
plastic carrier bag, waiting to be 
hired for a day’s work in the 
fields, in the vineyards or on the 
building sites. In this depressed 
dty they often wait hi vain. By 
ei^t o’dock the Place is filled 
with rickety tables and wobbly 
camp beds where staUholders 
heap the cheap shirts and second- 
hand skirts that the North Afri- 
can men and women buy. No one 
ran guarantee that drugs are not 
traded among all the tatty do- 
thing. 

The increasing number of Musp 
liins and the competition for woik 
is day by day pushing the whites 
into the arms of Le Pen — and 
not just in Perpignan, says 
Bdbon. Pointing to the recent 
remarks by former Prerident Val- 
.i.ry Gtscard d'Estaing about a 
migrant “invasion,” Mr. B6bon 
emphasises bow the respectable 
right throughout Frenoe is Being 
drawn into deep controversy on 
the issue. “By chooang the word 
“invasion,” a very painful word 
for the French, Mr. Giscard — 
who b no fool — was consciously 
squaring imm igrants with barba- 
riLis,” he says. Mr. Gbearf’s 
words brought him an immediate 
dividend; a poll last week showed 
him to be the poHtic^ with 
whom the French identity. 

Meanwhile, the increasingly 
fearful Muslims of Peipi^an are 
doing their own mobili^g 
Isla inig fundamentalism b gaining 
a toehold. In the immigrant quar- 
ter of St. Jacques, fimda m en^- 
ists ^ve threatened to punish 
Algerian grocers if they oontra- 
dict the Koran and sell alrahol. 

At the town hall. Philippe 
Laborie, spokesman for a coimdl 
which survives in office with the 
support of the National Front, 
admits race relations are “a thor- 
ny subject.”' Here in Perpignan 
we are much nearer to Africa 
than you English, but.” he 
smirks, “you English are much 
nearer Asia. Ail those Paldstanb 
you’ve got...” 

As photographer Roger Hutch- 
ings and I leave, wc are shown 
how thorny immig ration b. Ner- 
vous CRS riot po^, heedless of 
the city’s drive to attract news 
pbotograi^eis, force Hutchings 
to expose and destroy film he had 


taken of checks on immigrants at 
the railway station. 

Italy, which despite its Fasebt 
past has never rivalled Germany 
in xenophobia, b now waking up 
to the reality of racism. Accus- 
tomed — like Spain. Portugal and 
Greece — to sending surplus 
population abroad rather than 
welcoming incomers, Italians are 
struggling with a new political 
phenomenon. Racism has found 
some strange bedfellows. In an 
outburst last year. Mgr. Eisilio 
Tonnini, the Archbishop of 
Ravenna, complained that 
Europe was being Islamicbed and 
that peoples of different cultures, 
religions and races could not live 
together. 

Milan the glittering capital of 
Lombardy, hu been the focus of 
an increasingly biner debate. It 
has seen the rise of the Lega 
Nord. a movement that embodies 
the Lombards* ancient dbtrust of 
Italians from less productive parts 
of the country. Playing to the 
Lombards' convictions that the 
hopelessly corrupt government in 
Rome docs nothing but squander 
the hard-earned money seized in 
taxes from the industrious north- 
erners and that all Italians living 
south of Rome are oon^nitaUy 
sick, lame and la^, the Lega 
Nord wants an independent Lom- 
bardy with its capital in Mantua. 

But the Lega, which b less of a 
traditional patty than a mass 
movement without a set of care- 
fully worked out policies, b also 
tapping Lombards* fears of the 
foreign immigrant. A poll last 
monfo in the newspaper. “II 
Giomale,” showed that half the 
voters considered the Lega radst 
and two-thirds believed that in 
the spring elections it would win 
more than a quarter of the votes 
cast. One Lombard in two finds 
the Lega leader Umberto Boss! 
“well-informed, honest, cultured 
and friendly.” “The Lega will 
certainly be gaining ground,” 
says a senior diplomat in Milan. 

Italy b the European country 
that b most directly accessible to 
migrants from the Slavic East and 
the African South. Vl^th a land 
frontier with Yugoslavia and with 
tens of thousands of etiuiic Ita- 
lians living along the Dalmatian 
coast, the Italian' government b 
thb weekend bracing itself for a 
new influx of refugees from the 
Yugoslav dvii war. And with the 
longest coastline in the 
Mediterranean it has no cbance 
of keeping out migrants from the 
south. 

“We can never really seal our 
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frontiers,” says Enzo, a soda! 
worker in Rorence. Under its 
energetic socialist mayor, Giorgio 
Morales, that dty b doing what it 
can for radal harmony. Hie 
Rorentines, who pride them- 
selves on their culture and 
humanity — and who don’t want 
to lose their fobulously valuable 
tourist business — got a terrible 
fright last year. 

Shopkeepers had long com- 
plained about street traders from 
overseas — extracommunictari 
from outside the EC — and 
Rorentines in general had been 
worried about immigrants traefing 
in drugs. During carnival, 
masked revellers beat three mig- 
rants nearly to death. Then black 
Africans went on hunger strike 
outside the cathedral. Hie head- 
lines went round the world and 
somefoing ur^nt bad to be done. 

Sitting in hb magnificent office 
in the Palazzo Veoduo last week 
Mr. Morales explained hb policy. 
“It’s one of solidarity with the 
inunigrant — combing with en- 
forcement of the law*.” The extra- 
communitari traders have been 
cleared from outside the elegant 
shop windows and given pitches 
in other spots where they can 
catch the tourist's eye. The city 
has meanwhile laid on Italian 
classes for immigrants and set up 
centres where new arrivab ean 
stay for up to 60 days. 

Mr Morales b paying voluntary 
aid agencies to set up creches and 
nurseries so that disadvantaged 
Italian and inunigrant children 
can be cared for together. “But.” 
says Mr. Morales, “there’s a limit 
on vdiat one city can do. Migra- 
tion is a national question. 
Perhaps even a supranational 
one.” 

Among all the fears about the 
future, there b still a feeling that 
violent racism b not inevitable in 
Europe. There b still hope that 
whth good will and reali^, ex- 
tremists of all persuasions can be 
held in check I^o Perbellini. the 
archbbhop of Florence’s expert 
on mi^ant affairs, b ciev... 
“Tliere b no way immigrants can 
be totaUy exduded. There’s no 
substitute for treating them. Hke 
the human beings ttey are.” 

In the heart of the continent, 
the country with the highest im- 
migratim rate of all in Eon^ 
sets an intriguing example. In die 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, 
three out of 10 of the tiny popula- 
tion are migrants, but racbm b 
scarcely a j^obtem. Tolmance 
has prevailed somewhere. — 
Observer. 


By RcAiert Trautman ■ 
Reuier 

WASHINGTON — Alres^y- 
sour U.S.-Japan trade relations 
have been hit by new setbacks 
just before President George 
Bush’s visit to Tokyo in the new 
year. 

When Mr. Bush's Dec. 30-Jan. 
10 visit to Japan, Singapore. Au- 
stralia and South Korea was first 
mentioned, he suggested it would 
be used for renewing geo-political 
ties in a post-cold war dimate. 

BUT NOW U.S. officiab say it 
could instead trigger trade dashes 
as Mr. Bush shifts the talks onto 
ways to create more job opportu- 
nities for Americans. 

Referring to the countries on 
hb trip he told a Thursday press 
conference: “I think they’ll 
understand when ihb trip is over 
to the degree there are barriers 
than make thb trade less than 
fair, that they better to something 
about it.” 

With election-year politics 
proiTiinent. three merging themes 
of the last few months triggered 
the switdi in tactics. 

The first was an intensitying 
spotlight on the rbing U.S. trade 
defidt in cars and car pans when* 
General Motors announced last 
week it would close 21 North 
American plants, shedding 
74.000 workers. 

The second was soaring current 
account surplus in Tokyo’s fovour 
and the third Japan's refusal to 
open its rice market to foreign 
imports. 

Already Mr. Bush has warned 
Japan about rising protectionism 
in America, saying in a pre-visit 
letter to Prime Nfiobter Kiichi 
Miyazawa he opposes restrictions 
on Japanese imports but adding: 
“1 n^ your help.” 

In hb news conference, Mr. 
Bush made plain hb view: “I’m 
not going to turn protectionist. 1 
just believe that we need to ex- 
pand markets, not contract 
them,” be said. 

“This country went through a 
dbastrous experience udtb pro- 
tectionism years ago and we're 
not going to do it again. We must 
not go back to thb bolatioubtic 
sphere that inevitably will shrink 
markets and throw more people 
out of work.” 

But Mr. Bush’s oppoation has 
not stopped House D em oc ra tic 
leader R^iard GejAardt of Mis- 
souri and four Michigan oongre^ 
men — from ^tes rriiicfa are 
home to major car (dants — 
unvdlnig plans to submit legi^ 
tion to force Japan into balandng 
trade with the United States with- 
in five yeis or fooe sanctions on its 
car and car-parts shipments. 

With U.S. trade deficit with 
Jsqian at about $40 billion, 75 per 
cent of it cars and car-parts, the 


anti-Japan trade legislation b cer- 
tain to become a major issue 
Democrats will use to tetter Re- 
publicans in the 1992 congres- 
sional and presidential elections. 

On Thuimy, Japan’s Rnance 
^nistry announced a more than 
three-fold increase in its current 
account balance of payments sur- 
plus, the broadest measure of 
trade in good and services, wfaidi 
widened to a $7.26 billion surplus 
in November from a 1.69 billion 
surplus in November last year. 

Alongside general oom[daints 
about numbers, Mr. Bush is 
bound to rabe in Tokyo Japan’s 
specific decision to m^tain its 
ten on imports of foreign rice in 
the face of demands for change 
from United States and other 
industrial countries. 

Trading partneis want Japan to 
drop the ban as part of efforts to 


reform the global trading system, 
the General Agree ment on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). Its 
refusal could contribnte to a 
breakdown of work on reforms to 
the world trading rules after five 
years. 

Diplomatic sources say Mr. 
Bush b likely to be met in Tokyo 
with assurances that its latest 
efforts to balance bilateral trade 
will work in time for example, 
decisions by the Japanese auto- 
makers Toyota. Nissan and Hon- 
da to increase the value of car 
parts they buy from U.S. sup- 
pliers. 

But Japan made sbnilar assur- 
ances in the past, and many U.S. 
businessmen and politicians see 
only minimal results, some sug- 
gesting informal barriers oper- 
ated by private burinesses in 
Japan are now the main obstacle. 
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Perceived problems with 
Japanese business practices have 
being discussed over the last two 
years by a Japan-U.S. group 
known as the Structural impedi-,. 
ments Initiative (SII). 

“But the buaaess'communtty 
left with the impression that a lot^ 
of the momentum b gone ftonT. 
the Sn talks.” said one trad 2 .| 
analyst. 

Kir. Bush’s visit b likely to ' 
give them new impetus. 

“I think the major problem 
to have the people that tun thC: 
busiiiess enterprises in the va-'. 
lious countries we’re going te' 
understand bow difficult t^ng;' 
are for the American worker...' 
and bow important it b to gain 
access — further access — tc*' 
these foreign markets,” Mr. Bust; 
told reporters. 
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New Yearns Gala Dinner 

31/12/1991 

^ three countries mm 

And Ixas Of Fun, Surprises 
g/ And Gifts 

yC ) New Year Buffet Breakfast 

And Luck 
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Germans advance in Hopinan Cup 


PERTH, Australia (AP) — Ger- 
man tennis giants Boris Becker 
and StefR Graf swept aside tbe 
Frend) duo of Henri Leconte and 
Julie Halard Monday night, 
advancing to the semifinals of the 
Hopman Cup exhibition tennis 
toumaiiient. 

Beckcv, who twice stood at the 
summit in 1991 but is now ranked 
No. 3 in the world, played blazing 
tennis to overpower Davis Cup 
hero Leconte 6-2, 6-4. 

The victory gave the German 
team an unbratable 2-0 lead after 
Graf, the world's No. 2-ranked 
woman player behind Moiu'ca 
Seles, defeated Halard 6-0, 7-5. 

Graf was feeling ill and with- 
drew from the scheduled mixed 
doubles match alongside Becker. 

Hopman Cup organiser Paul 
.McNamee said Graf had a bad 
cold and a high temperature, but 
would have played if the match 
was needed to decide the contest 
against the French team. 

Halard won just seven points in 
the first set against the German’s 
serve in the second, breaking in 
the seventh and ninth games. 


Breaks by Graf in the sixth, 
eighth and 12tfa games gave her 
the victoty. 

Becker, who missed the Grand 
Slam Cup three weeks ago be- 
cause of a virvis, looked in sup- 
reme touch with his power game, 
sending down six aces to 
Leconte’s one. 

Ifis only lapse was losing Eiis 
serve in the eighth game of the 
second seL 

The Germans will play Czechos- 
lovakia in a semifinal either 
Wednesday or Thursday. 

Czechoslovakia's Karel 
Novacek and Helena Sukova 
combined for an emphatic mumd 
doubles victory earlier Monday, 
eliminating the third^seeded U.S. 
team of Derrick Rostagno and 
Amy Frazier from the tourna- 
ment 

Novacek and Sukova downed 
Rostagno and Frazier 6-2, 6-1 in 
the decisive doubles after the 
teams were locked at 1-1 follow- 
ing die singles. 

Sukova ^feated Frazier 7-6 
(7-3), 6-7 (5-7) in a marathon 
opening women's singles at tbe 


Perth Superdome, but Rostagno 
leveled the contest with a 6-0, 6-3 
triumph over Novacek in tbe 
men’s singles. 

Hie Czechoslovak pair said 
their quarterfinal victory was 
sparked by anger at being seeded 
low. 

“We were unhappy when we 
got here and found we were the 
No. 5 seeds,” said Novacek. 

“Both of us wanted to prove to 
ourselves, tbe tournament orga- 
nisers and the other players that 
we deserved a higher friadng.” 

Second-seeded Spain, which 
has yet to play, will meet the 
Netherlands in a quarterfinal 
Tuesday. 

The winning combination will 
share S110.0M, the runner-up 
win share SSlJOO. 

The Hopman Cup is one of a 
number of warm-up events for 
the Australian Open, to be play- 
ed Jan. 13-26 at the National 
Tennis Centre in Melbourne. 

De^te her condition, Graf 
took just 62 minutes to overcome 
Halard 6-0, 7-S. 


Graf was in an obvious hurry to 
finish the job. But in the second 
set she tired drasnaticaly, drop- 
ping her serve at 4-2 and 5-3 
before fruiting back to break 
Halard in the 10th game and to 
love in the 12tfa. 

Becker never let Leconte into 
their matdi, which lasted 79 mir 
nutes. 

The German was clearly de- 
lighted by his form. ‘T h^ an 
excellent start. My serve was 
good. I was moving well and I felt 
very good.” 

Early in the match a ball boy 
felt tbe foil power of tbe Becker 
backhand. Attempting a fierce 
passing shot from ^ byline the 
German miscued and the ball 
struck the boy in tbe head, 
knocking'faim senseless. 

Becker and Leconte raced to 
the boy’s aid and revived him 
with ice and water. 

Becker said be expected Graf 
10 be rc»idy for Wednesday’s 
matdi. “She needs a gpod ni^t's 
sleep. She only arrived this morn- 
ing so that's probably another 
reason she’s not feeling so good.” 



Lewis voted Champion of the Year 


PARIS (R) — Carl Lewis, the world's fastest man, was voted 
sports diampion of 1991 by a pranel of experts from the ^esrigious 
Rench sporte daily L'Equipe Monday. Lewis, ^o broke the 100 
metres world record at tbe World Athletics Championships m 
Tokyo in August, just pipped fellow-American Nfike Powell for 
the award. The winner also in 19S3 and 1984, Lewis received 215 
points in the voting to 213 for Powell, who b^t Bob Beamon’s 
23-year-oId world long jump record. Brazilteii racing driver 
Ayrton Senna, who won the Formula One world title for the third 
time, was third on 134 points. 


Porto overtakes Ben^ca at top 


Man. United stays 2 points 
clear after draw at Leeds 


LONDON (R) — Manchester 
.United kept their two-point lead 
in the English Soccer League 
Sunday after a controversi^' 1-1 
draw at second-placed Leeds. 

Both sides had lost only once in 
the league before tbe clash, the 
first of three league and cup 
matches at EUand Road in two 
weeks, but it was a game Leeds 
could have won. 

While there was no arguing 
against Neil Webb's well-taken 
4Ah-minute volley which put Un- 
ited ahead, Leeds were funous to 
have what looked like a dear 
equaliser disallowed. 

Lee Chapman, dearly onside 
and beautifully positioni^. slot- 


ted home only to find the referee 
had already MiistJed for a foul 
seconds before by Webb on 
Leeds midfidder David Batty. 

While Leeds clearly felt the 
referee should have allowed play 
to continue, they refused to be 
demoralised and picked up a de- 
served late equaliser with an 
80th-minuie penalty. 

Midfielder Gary McAllister, 
sent clear by team mate Gordon 
Straefaan, was sent crashing in the 
area by England defender Gary 
Pallister and Mel Sterland con- 
veited from the spot. 

Tbe draw left A&nchester Un- 
ited with 48 points wfaiJe Leeds 
are now on 46. 


Sanchez 1st seed to tumble 
in Australian Hardcourt 


ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — 
Sooth Africa's Christo van Rens- 
burg fought off three match 
points to beat third seed Javier 
Sanchez of Spain 7-S, 6-7 (4-7), 
7-6 (7-5) Monday in the fuk 
round of the $182300 Australian 
Hardcourt Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 

Van Rensbuig, 29, was down 
0-40 at 4-5 in the lOth game of the 
tiiird set but then held serve and 
finally won a thrilling contest in 
the tie-break. 

Sanchez was the first to exit 


among eight seeded players. Ger- 
man sixtii seed Cari-^Uwe Steeb 
advanced to round two with a 6-1 , 
6-4 victory over Italian Renzo 
Furlan. 


Hie left-hander, ranked 38th in 
the world, faced Sterner opposi- 
tion from Furlan than indicated 
by the score. 

Earlier Monday, Swedish 
teenager Thomas Enqvist rallied 
to defeat fellow qualifier Axel 
Fiiinbeig of Germany in three 
sets. 


LISBON (R) — Porto stayed top of tbe Portuguese Soccer 
League on goal difference after champions Benfica were held 1-1 
at home by lowly Penafiel. Porto took over after beating Gil 
Vicente 1-0 thanks to a penally conceded in tbe dying minutes by 
substitute Ernst Remco who left two monutes after he came on. 
The Dutdnnan handled a cross from Potto striker Doniu^os 
Oliveira and was then sent off for aigning witb the referee. 
Ca pra in Joao Pinto scored from tbe spot. Porto, who have a game 
in hand, are level with Benfica on 24 points. Champioiis Benfica 
went ahead in the 42nd minute throu^ Swede Matts Magniisson 
but Penafiel hit back a minute later with a goal from unmarked 
striker Antonio Rebelo. 


Zoff to extend contract at Lazio 


ROME (R) — Lazio coadi Dino Zoff was poised to sign a new 
oontraa tying him to the Roman first diviaon dub until June 
1994. Tve spoken with tiie dab President (Gian f^uoo Calleri) 
and there are no problems,” said Zoff, the goalkeeper on Italy's 
1982 World Cup-winning team. “I like the atino^bere here and 
Pm happy to continue with the work which is starting to bear 
fruit,” he said. Zoff, 48, who joined Lazio in May 1990 after 
having previously coached Juventns, is expected to agn a new 
otmtract in foe next few days. Lazio, fourth in the I^ian first 
dSviaon, also bad good news from nnsettied Uruguayan midfiel- 
der Ruben Sosa. “You could say there is a 70 per cent probabilily 
foat I will stay in Rome,” said Sosa, recently linked w^ a move 
to Real Madrid or Napoli at the end of the season. Sosa fears the 
forthcoming arrival of England midfielder Paul Gascoigne may 
deprive him of regular first team football. Gascoigne, currently 
recovering from a serious knee injury, win move to Lazio for $10 
million provic&g he passes a medical examination on May 31. 


Shriver scores revenge victory 


Auriol takes over lead in 


Soviet chess grandmasters Paris-Cape Town rally 


pose nationality problem 


REGGIO EMILIA, Italy (R) — 
There are no national flags on 
view at the highest-ranked 
tournament in chess history 
which features nine grandmasters 
from the former S^et Union. 

Organisers of the International 
Category 18 Tournament decided 
foat planng flags on foe table 
would create too many headaches 
in view of foe disintegration of 
the Soviet Union. 

“Maybe the best solution was 
to play without flags,” said grand- 
master Alexander Khalifman. 

“If tbe organisers had allowed 
it I would play under the flag of 
Russia because I lived in Lening- 
rad,” added Khalifman, now resi- 
dent in Germany. 

Lev Polugayevsky also said he 
would play under foe Russian flag 
despite living in Paris, while Vasi- 
ly Ivanchuk and Alexander Be- 
lyavsky would opt to represent 
Ukraine. 

. Boris Gelfand would compete 
for Byelorussia while exiles 
Mikhail Gurevich and Valery 
Salov wanted to display foe col- 
ours of their adoptkl countries, 
Belgium and Spain respectively. 

“In the last tournaments I have 
played under the flag of Belgium. 
I live in Brussels and have no 
wish to retniTi to Russia,” said 
Giuuvich. 

“1 would like to get the 
citizenship of Spain and to play 
under the flag of Spain,” skov 
said. 

World champion Garry Kas- 
parov and former world cham- 
pion Anatoly Karpov did not 
disclose their preferenoes. 

Kasparov played under the 
Russian flag in his World Cham- 


pionship clash with Karpov in 
1990 while Karpov stack to the 
Soviet Uiuon colours. 

Kasparov said he expected to 
maintain his titie until foe end of 
foe century but added he would 
like to defend it against someone 
other than Karpov in Los 
Angdes in 1993. 

“I would prefer to play my next 
match with somebody else, not 
Kaprov,” he said. “We have 
played five matches and 160 
games and become boring for.foe 
aucfience.” 

Karpov plays Britain's Nigel 
Short in Spain next April in the 
semifinal of the candidke match- 


es. 


Karpov put up a cplendid de- 
fensive performance Sunday to 
salvage a draw in his dash with 
Kasparov in the highest-ranked 
event in chess history. 

Kasparov, with blade pieces, 
opened with a king's Indian de- 
fence in the third round of the 
International Category 18 
Tournament and look<^ poised 
for victory after going two pawns 
up. 

But Karpov fougfrt back, win- 
rung one pawn and eventually 
finding the only route to salvation 
with both knights left on tiie 
board. 

The appredative crowd warmly 
applauded both players at the end 
of a dx-houT, 61-move struggle. 

Sunday’s games attracted ab- 
out 2,0(X) spectators, many of 
whom waited for hours to get into 
one of tbe three balls. 

Kasparov meets Vassily Ivan- 
diuk in foe fourth round while 
Kaprov plays Alexander Khalif- 
man. 


PARIS (R) — Frenchman 
Hubert Auriol took over from 
compatriot and Mitsubishi team 
mate Bruno Saby after the 520- 
km fourth stage of the Paris-Cape 
Town Rally. 

Auriol, wiiuier of foe first Afri- 
can stage Thursday, repeated his 
feat after a dose finish in Tumu, 
Niger, beating fonr times Paris- 
Dakar winner Ari Vatanen of 
Finland in a Oftoen by nearly 
eight minutes. 

Saby, foe French rally cham- 
pion who is driving in the desert 
for foe first time, lost previous 
ground in a crash halfway 
through the stage. 

Aiuiol, the only race entrant to 
have taken part in all 13 Paris- 
Dakar races, which he won twice, 
led Japan's Kenjiro Shinozuka in 
another Mitsubishi by seven mi- 
nutes and 59 seconds, accord^g 
to provisional overall standings. 

Spain's Salvador Servia, driv- 
ing a Lada, was third n further 37 
seconds behind. 

Despite Saby's mishap, foe 
Mitsubisbis continued their 
sweep by placiiig three cars in the 
top four. 

In the motorcycle section, 
France's Stephana Peteihansel on 
a Yamaha scored his second stage 
win of the rally ahead of Amer- 
ican Danny La^rte, on a Cagiva. 

Tbe two fou^t an uphill battle 


after they were stuck in “foe 
wedding” pass halfway through 
foe stage. 

Italy’s Alesandro de Petri, on a 
Yamaha, finished fonrtii to retain 
his overall lead ahead of 
Peterhansel. 

Saby rolled bis Mitsubishi and 
foen had a long wait in the 
scorching desert heat before 
assistance came. 

Shinozuka stopped for a couple 
of minntes to help foe Frenchman 
li^t the vehicle but Sat^ still had 
to wait for foe servibe truck to fix' 
his brol^ rear fotoensfoii. ' 

Tbe Citrbehs uL suffered 
punctures with Vatanen and 
Sweden's Bjorn Waldwaid both 
having to drive 300-400 km with 
no spare after two blow-outs at 
hig^ speed. 

“It was a nightmare,” Walde- 
gard said. “It was very stony and 
rocky and we were very lock not 
to have more pnnetures.” 

Auriol found his Paris-Dakar 
experience helped. 

“The course was rough in 
{riabes but not as difficult as last 
year," he said. “The jumps were 
very tricky, yon couldn't see them 
across foe flat desert. 

They were like small waves 
in foe sea, about 30 or 40 cen- 
timetres high, but they were very 
sharp and wb^ you hit foem you 
jump very hig^,” Auriol said. 


BRISBANE, Australia (AF) — American veteran Pam Shriver 
Monday scored her fii^ singles victory rinoe mid-October, 
defeating Aloko ICijimata of Japan 6-4, 6A in foe first round of 
foe $150,000 Danone Queensland Open. Shriver avenged a defeat 
by Kijimota in foe first round of foe same tournament last year. 
The two-time diampion, badt to 37fo in the world rankings after 
Tecovering from shoulder surgery, hit too hard and served too 
accurately for her out-gmuied opponent, who was the beaten 
finalist bere 12 montiis ago. “I was a little unsure of now I would 
play, but for the most part I didn’t make too many mistakes,” 
Shriver said. “If 1 play consistently well, serve well, 1 think I can 
get forongh a few rounds, but it is far too early to think about 
bong a contender.” Shriver now plays Mana ^do of Japan, a 
6-1, 6-4 victor over American Stacey Martin. Tbe ninth-seeded 
Shrirer was joined in foe second round of foe 56-woman event by 
12fo-seeded compatriot Linda Harvey-Wild and 13fo-seeded 
fellow American Debbie Graham. Haiwy^Wld hit some excel- 
lent groimdstrokes in defeating experienced German Eva Pfaff 
6-1, &-3, while Graham downed K^n Ksdiwendt of Germany 
64, 7-6 (7-3). 


Volkov advances in Zealand 
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Wellington, New Zealand-X^) — '^p-seeded Alexander 
Volkov of Russia defeated Jacro Eltingb of foe Netherlands 6-4, 
64 Monday in foe first round of foe $182,500 BP Nationals Tennis 
Champion^p. Three other seeded players were eKminated while 
Volkov advanced to foe last 16. Italian Diego Nargiso onsted 
•fifth-seeded Brazflian Jaime Ondns 6-1, 04, 6-4 and German 
Lars Koslowski beat sixth-seeded Dutchman Mark Koevennans 
7-6 (9-7), 6-4. American Jeff Tarango, a former college star at 
Stanford Univeraty, defeated eighth-seeded Swede Lars Jonsson 
6-2. 6-2. Jonsson made the final of this event in 1990, losing to 
Australian Richard Frombeig. 


Sunderland manager to step down 


SUNDERLAND, En^and, (R) — Denis Smith agreed Monday 
to quit as manager of EngUsb soccer dub Sunderland, who are 
18fo in the second division after being relegated from the first 
division last season. IBs departure after 4-i^ years in charge 
reflects a frirstrating season for the dab, wbo started as favourites 
for promotion to the new premier league. 
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HEART IN THE RIGHT PLACE 



TEACHER5 HAVE M0ME5? 



North-Soixtb vulnerable. South 

NORTB 
4 K 10 8 6 4 2 
7 5 2 
O A Q 
4 K 7 

WEST EAST 

4 3 4 5 

7Q6 10 9843 

0J1O958 OK6 
4QJ10 84 4A66S2 
SOUTH 
4 AQ J 9 7 
9 A K J 
*>8742 
*9 

Hie triddine 

Soath West "North East 

1* 2NT4# 54 

Pass Pass 5 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of # 

We are not enamored of the Un- 
usual No Tnmip overcalL If you do 
want to use it, we suggest you limit 
its appb'cation either to weak 
Wanffay where you are lookixig for a 
sacrifice, or very strong hands, 
where you intend to buy the con- 
tract or double the opponents. With 
intermediale bands, it is better to 
try to bkl both of your suits rather 
tlum employ the conv e ntion. 

Given* our thoughts on the Un- 
usual No Trump, you will have gath^ 
end that, at this vulnarabiGty, we 
do not ToinA Wraths ovaicalL It sue- 


in pushing North-South to 
tbe five-le^ an^ since the five- 
level bdongs to the opponents. East 

decided to let North-South strugsie. 

West ted the queen of chibs, cov- 
ered by the king and won by the ace. 
Declarer ruffed the dub continua- 
tion and drew trumps in one round, 
and it nu^t seem that tbe contract 
hinged on either a finesse for the 
iiueen of hearts or the king of c^- 
moods succeeding. Judging from the 
auction, both figured to be right; 
however, a glance at the diagf^ 
suffices to show that, had dedarer 
looked no deeper into the position, 
the con tr act would have been 
defeated. 


Andy Capp 




HE<SGOTA LOVEIV 
LITTLE CONSCIENCE 
- IT NEVER KICKS 

UP A FUSS Till 
HE'S 
HAD HtSPUN 


Fortunately, dedarer spotted that 
the heart finesse waa an iOinon — 
the contract could be guaranteed as 
long aa West held no more than two 
hearts, alxnoat a aure bet in hgtat of 
the biddiiig and the fact that West 
had produced a trump. 

Declarer the ace nd king 

of hearts. As it hamrened, the queen 
dropped and the contract coasted 
hoi^ Had it not ^ipeared. dedarer 
would have continued hearts, sur- 
rendering a trick to EaaL That de- 
fender would have been eoadplayed 
into either yiekfibog a ruff-ahiff or 
dae leading a diaxMnd into dum- 
my’s ace-queen terrace. Either way, 
declarer would not have krai more 
than a'heart and a dub. 



Mutt*n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 31, 1991 .. 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. CarroS Righter Poundatian 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: To- 


day you will have a unique Of^r- 
tuniiy to sit back and observe what 
is happening. Avoid doing any^ 
thing until you have the chance to 
evaluate things that are of current 
ocMiceni to you. 


ARIES: (March 21 to Ap^ 19) 
You find one of your family is now 
in a position to render that favour 
that means so much to you and that 
can open new vistas of achieve- 
nMot for you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Hiere is some surprise visiuir or 
chance for you to make a call that 
turns out far better than you had 
imagined possible so be on the ball 
for this. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
There are a number of dose com- 
panioas wbo have some practicai 
ideas by which you can have more 
of the good things of life so listen 
to understand their suggestions. 

MOON CHILOREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Now you have it in your 
power to gain the goodwill of that 
persona] chum who means so much 
to you and you can join in social 
plrasures. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make 
sure that you carefully study what- 
ever data that will bring you the 
outlets that can be the ones that 
you privately enjoy the most espe- 
cially with romantic actachinenL 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now can talk out with that 
go^ friend that personal problera 
that has been of oonoem to you 


and get bis suggestions ooliow iq 
rid yourself of tbe undesir^ ^ 
tors. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you wonld Bce to do 
that means brinpng to liglit tie 
various talents with which yoa are 
endowed before those wbo 
mak e them 8 woridly soooesa h 
good right now. 

SCORPIO: (Oac^r 23 iaNove& 
ber 21) Tbm are a nnmbo' ^ 
inieresting new situations wi^ 
'face you and there are the mean 
by whi^ you can have success n 
these new outlets. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have lots to do 
and much is expected of you by 
others also so take time out to 
think just how you can perfonn 
such tasks exactly and effidendy. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now you can come to 
a real meeting of minds with those 
who mean the most to you and you 
find there a e quite a number of 
points of difference that can be 
sealed. 

AQUARIUS: (Jannaiy 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) There are a oonsideFable 
numb^ of tasks facing you and as 
you are unhappy when not busy get 
at them and tbem behind you 
as tpsickly as yon can. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Maicfa 
20) You can have a very happy 
time ditrirrg your spare ixMMients 
now so think out udrat you would 
tike to do tbe most and waste no 
tiriM in making the arraagemenis 
early. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Horrls 


H^is 



“What’s good for a migraine?’ 



UnscranMe-thaae four Jumblee, 
one letter to eachaquare, to ferni 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 
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HOW THE FORMER 
FO07SALL PLAYEl? 
NOW £?0£6 MOST 
OF HIS KICKJNS. 


Now arrange the Girded letters to 
form the sutpriea aifower. as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbles: LUCID BJTE VASSAL GOPHER ■ 

in 


Answer Why it’s rsoe to start 

an elBvetor— TT GIVES YOU A 



THE Daily Crossword by Kenneth Whte 


ACROSS 
1 l>amatic Irena 
60pen wkta 
10 Closa dghHy 

14 Notwithst an ding 

15 Arabian 
sultanaia 

16 Pol plant 

17 Cartoon canary 
lOTherefore 
toBowter 

21 Despot 

22 Spotted cat 
24 Lika rush-hour 

traffic 

26ltxl^ 

27 That girl 
28Bew«derBd 
29 Ovtne iittefanue 
32 Bra veiy 
35 BBngton of rrata 
36tratand 
37 Persian GuH 


oowitry 

SSDesignetad 

39 MineeSg^ns 

40 OM title 

41 Steady 

42 TV 

43Cai4lftower 

ftaiower 

44 One of two 

45 Rooter 

46 Defer 

48 Certain worif of 
art 

S2Nota9oul 
54 Praise 
56 Pane 

56 Leave 

57 Hefleoptar 

60 Aeneas Milea 

61 — Lanstog, 
Mich. 

82 Fencing with 
bamboo stteks 

63 Concludes 

64 June 6. 1944 
K Garden tool 
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11 

12 
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OKI _ 

MAgmiMniail 


6Rot 

7 Moslem ruler 

SGotfword 

SBadc^ 

10 Type of gdiar 

11 One flreton fine 

«-g- 

12 Jason's sfiiD 
ISBoo^ 

ISBeig. river 
23{Mrwtor'8 


DOWN 

1 TraBs 

2 Egypfian dam 
3R^|iouaart 

Mork 

4Frutt(b1nk . 
SPioneer 


25 Swiss rfver 

26 ^mbol 

28 Measure of Om 
..flow 

30 Nautical term 

31 Ukawfae 
320^ 

338olo 

849tar hoopetsr 
35 Giant kBIar 
36Dive 

8S Bride or groom 
42Dipkor4rry 


grannnn rannnf 
rnsnaonn nnrlnr 

nmnriR nt 
.nnn nnr 

nnn 

noRHon norinf 

nRnnn m 
nnn nnfTir.ifiinfi r 
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44Koppei 

oiremivB 


45 


47 Sman amounts 

4aGoinfc Feklnnan S3 Ye 

SOEn — ! 58 0« 

SI WttchDf— .69P, 
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‘watioilri? 

.'S'K. 

® »mie5^ 
“ can n?; 

>ndeQi 

'?“canqi' 

*®yonB> 

aryJito^ 


Financial 


Jordan Tfanes 


Ifl 


rmioR witta 

Cairo Amman Bank 
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In intmmattMutmi Markets 
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VmzsKy 

Hog Yo^ 
CtoAE 

Tokuo 

HiMay 

Siofffag: Paond 

/.87-r 


jOfVtBcto Marie 

I.5IU 

J.5CI0 

SMsa Franc 

. 

I.S5H 

I.5WJ 

FrcsKli Fmc 



Yea 



Enroptan Carnny Linii 

L3345 

I.S360 “ 


rtf>ar sTu 


lit ll!«t M UMf 


lennaiij 
wmbei3j 
can. * 

y 20 tot 

= a vcTvt 
sprci^ 

Uaod„^_ 


x/wmi 


Opriorey 

I .MTH 

3 .MTHS 

6 rii5 

12 MTHS 

^ Dollar 


J. 1 : 



^urlfiie Pkwnd 

I0.&I 


JO.ii 


jJiUtsclie Mark 

9. SC 

9.5e 

9.« 

9.43 

SalK Fraar 


7.S7 

Ka 

mwm 

Franc 

■ai 

■SI 

io.es 

Ji’.i: 

Yea 
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aiwpftn Currvficy L'nh 

lit.se 



10 . 19 


mm 


JD'Cm' 

Mrtal 

L'SDOi 

JO/Cm 


353.50 

o.iO 

Silvrr 


o.oss 


at Jordm Ejcdunga Race B«IIm1b 
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Dan 

•: X/WJ99J 

1»nHey 

Bid 

Offer 

10. DeOar 

0.6740 

0.6760 

9nff"B P^aind 

K2S14 

!.:647 

OfetfAcfic Mark 

0.44Z6 

C.444i 

SwiiE Franc 

. . 

0.4913 


Franc 

e.\Z9t> 

P.J30: 

jqunesc Yen' 

0.S3S1 

0.S376 

JMck Guilder 

0.SKS 

0.3045 

SvMUsh Krona 

0. r:ii 

o.jzr 

JiaBaa Lira*^ 

Q.0SS4 

0.0567 

Franc 

c.oaso 

O.KJbl 

‘.pn no 



Otfcar Corronciaa 

Dm 

a: 30/n/mi 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bakranu Dinar 

r.7590 

r.7o?0 

Le^nese Ura^ 

0.0766 



0.1794 

0.1600 

Kniraili Dinar 

— 


Qatari Riyal 

(1. 1&Z6 

0.1635 


0.2000 

0.2120 

Omani Riyal 

J.72SO 

1.7S30 

UAE Dirtiani 

0.1M6 

0.1635 

Creek Draduna" 

0.3725 

0.3745 

Cypriot Roand 

1.S310 

1.5425 
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■ Financial Martet 
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Index 

2S/n/miaose 

29/12/7991 1 iosc 

AD-Share 

1Z9. 54 

729. 72 

EaakiDg Sector 

106. 72 

106. K 

Insurance Sector 

129. 45 

129. 29 

Industry Sector 

163. 23 

163. 47 

• 

Services Sector 

143. M 

144. 47 


31. im • m 


Mm 




hi 


Banks catch Bond 

after 6 -day chase 


SYDNEY (R) — Failed tycoon 
Alan Bond, once called Austra- 
lia’s coqjorate houdini. was un- 
able Atonday to escape being 
served with a bankruptcy notice. 

After a six-day duse, agents 
acting for a group of banks caught 
Mr. Bond at Sydney's Kingsford- 
Smitfa Airport to serve him with 
the 2S1 million dollar (S190 mil- 
lion) notice. 

Solicitor Hamish Young, acting 
for a group of banks led by the 
Hongkon^iank of Australia Ltd. , 
told reporters the nouce was 
served after Mr. Bond arrived on 
an early-morning flight from Bali. 
It requires Mr. Bond to pay the 
amount within 28 days. 

Mr. Bond said "thank you," 
folded the notice and put it in his 
pocket, Mr. Young added. 

The notice was the second Mr. 
Bond has received from the same * 
group of banks over a personal 
guarantee be gave on a loan to his 
fomily company, Dallhold) In- 
vestments PTY Ltd. 

Mr. Bond sued die banks in 
September saying the bankruptcy 
notice was invalid, but lost the 
case. 

A few days later the former 
tycoon was chased by a coun 
official in a car after leaving home 
and was finally handed the notice 
in a Perth parking lot. 

But the notice was later 
deemed invalid on technical 
grounds, and a fresh notice — 
which the banks say removes the 
technicality — was issued before 
Christn^. Process servers spent 
the Christmas holidays stalking 
Mr. Bond’s house, to no avail. 

Mr. Bond has said in state- 
ments tendered to the courts that 
he had a deficiency of assets over 
liabiKiies of about 40 million d(ri- 


lais ($30 million). 

Oi^ among the cream of Au- 
stralia’s entrepreneurs, Mr. Bond 
built up his Bond Corp Holdings 
Ltd. into a 10 billioin dollar (S7.6 
billion) brewing, media, re- 
sources and real estate empire in 
the 1980s. 

At his peak, he paid 49 million 
dollars (V7 million) for the Van 
Gogh painting "Irises,'’ was 
made Australian of [he year, and 
became the first suooes^I fore- 
igner in J32 years to wrest the 
America's Cup y’aditing tre^hy 
from the United States. 

But after racking up huge debts 
and reporting one of the coun- 
try's bi^est corporate loses Mr. 
Bond resigned in September 19^ 
as Bond Oop. chainnan. leaving 
the company restructuring itself 
to stave off liquidation. 

In Perth, Mr. Bond's solictor 
Stephen Paterniti said he would 
seek a stay of the judgment hand- 
ed down in September making 
an apf^ication to the New South 
WalK Coun of Appeal. 

Mr. Paterm'ti said even if the 
stay application failed, Mr. Bond 
would seek special leave to 
appeal to the High Court, Au- 
stralia's highest coun, against the 
original j^gmem. 

"If successful it would mean his 
obligation to pay is completely 
expunged," he said. 

An application to the High 
Coun migtit not be made for 
several montls, depending on the 
coun's Sydney sittings, Mr. 
Paterniti siud. 

He said if the stay ^^ication 
failed and the 28-day period for 
payment expired, the banks 
would still ha\ e to start banknipt- 
^ proceedings against Mr. Bond 
in the Fedei^ ^un. 


UAE shares end 
year on high note 


ABU DHABI (R) — Share 
prices in the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) ended 1991 on a 
high note, up 26.1 per oerA on 
their Value a year ago, the 
National Bank of Abu Dhabi 
said. 

The bank, wbidi has hs own 
share index in the-absenoe of an- 
official stock exdiange, said the 
index dosed at 1.S06.6 on Dec. 
30, compared with 1,119.9 on 
Dec. 30. 1990. 

It said the unofficial market 
recovered significantly from 
March, shortly after the end of 
the Gulf war. 

The bank, whose index mea- 


sures 22 major UAE stocks, said 
it did not have a figure for the 
total volume of sham traded. 

It said only one public com- 
pany was floated in 1991. 

The crisis at the Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
(BCCl), a maj|Qr in -the 
UAE economy^ 1ce^ investors 
away in the second half of the 
year. 

But the report said investor 
confidence had returned gradual- 
ly in November and December 
with the eiqwctation that com- 
pany results would be better than 
cxpMted in 1991. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — FoDowine are the buying and selling rates for 

1 leacfina woiid currencies and fsfild against 

the dollar at midsession | 

on the London foreign cjcchange and bullion marfcets Monday. 

One Sterfing 

1.8735/45 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1588/93 

Canadian dollar 


1.5170/80 

Dentsdiemarks 


1.7090/7100 

Dutdi guilders 


1.3505/ 15 

Swiss francs 


31.23/28 

Belgian francs 


5.1780/1880 

Fre^ francs 


1148/1149 

Italian lire 


125.80/90 

Japanese yen 


5.4405540 

Swedish crowns 


5.9750/9850 

Norwe^an crowns 


5.9QS0/91S0 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

353.20/353.70 

U.S. (krilare 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

SYDNEY — TOKYO — Stocks soared after the Bank of Japan 
cut the official discount rate by one half of a percentage point to 
4.5 per cent. The Nikkei average rose briefly above tte 23.000 
mark on the last day of 1991 trading before dosing 546.45 points 
up at 22,983.77. 

PARIS — Share prices finished higher in slender holiday trade, 
with last minute purchases for end-of-year accounts pushing up 
prices. The CAO40 Index closed 21.21 points or 1.23 per cent 
higher at 1,741.86. 

LIKfDON — Sharp gaiiefor drag shares and a stronger New 
York market took the FTSE 100 index to a maipnally higher 
close with sentiment kept in diedc by sterling worries. The index 
ended 1.3 pM>ints up at 2,420. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips surged to fresh session highs in the 
early afternoon, continuing last week’s record rise. At 1742 GMT, 
the Dow was up 33.32 at 3,134.84. 

HONG KCWG — The market rose on the back of rallies in Tokiu 
and New York. The Hang Seng Index closed 39.00 points highCT 
at 4,275.20. 

Singapore — Share prices dosed higher for the fifth consecu- 
tive session. The Blue-dnp Straits Times Industrial ind« finished 
9.11 poinis up at 1,476.98. 

BMfBAY — The market was dosed from Dec. 25 to 31 for the 
Christmas holiday. The BSE index finished last Tuesday at 
1,908.85, down 6.27 points. 




CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Kamal Shinnawi, Farouq 
FMiawi & Nafwa Fuad 

DL MAHAL DANCB 


(Arabic) 

3:30. 6:15. 830. 1030 


anema Tel: 634144 

PmiADELPHlA 




Patrick Swayze and 
Demi Moore 
in 

GHOST 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Nabn A1 Mashini Theatre 


Qnema 


Tel: 625155 


On Thursday Jan. 2 at 8 p.m. 

The stars of hiaret A£>u Awwad family will resume their 
performances of 

Zat— AI Shaldabch 


Tickets available daily at the theaire's entrance. 


TERMINATOR 
JUDGEMENT DAY 


Ik- 






Show: 3:3I>. A3U. SlV) p.m. 


Britain 

resists 

devaluation 
of sterling 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s con- 
servative government Monday re- 
sisted pressure to devalue the 
pound steriing or to raise interest 
rates despite new signs of econo- 
mic st^nation in the run-up to a 
general election whch must be 
held next year. 

Reports of record business fai- 
lures in the past 12 months cou- 
pled with forecasts of hi^ier un- 
employment and continued 
gloom in the housing market 
prompted calls for action from 
leading businessmen and worried 
Conservative politicians. 

Treasury Minister John Maples 
said the government was commit- 
ted to' keeping the pound within 
its bands in the European Com- 
munity's exchange rate mechan- 
ism (ERM) of currency manage- 
ment. adding that there was little 
it could do to improve the eco- 
nomy in the short term. 

“Any levers of economic policy 
you pull have a lead time of a few 
months so I don't think there’s 
much whidi one can do which has 
a shon-term effect. We feel that 
we have put the right elements in 
place," Mr. Maples said in a 
radio interview. 

A slow recovery was under 
way, he added. 

Although the pound drifted 
down against the German mark 
and approached its lower ERM 
limit in thin trading. Mr. Maples 
said: “It looks as though we 
might well be able to sustain the 
pound at its present level and 
with present interest rates." 

But be added that Chancellor 
of the Exchequer Norman 
Lamont might resort to a politi- 
cally dama^ng interest rate rise 
should that be needed. “If... it is 
necessary to raise interest rates, 
he's made it clear he’ll do so," 
Mr. Maples said. 

Newspaper were filled with bad 
news for the government, which 
is depending heavily on its tradi- 
tion^ image as a responsible eco- 
nomic manager to fi^i off a. 
challenge from a resurgent 
oppo^on Labour Party in an 
election widely expected in April 
or May. 

With Labour entering 1992 six 
points ahead in the latest opinion 
poll, party leader Nml Kinnock 
ctaim^ in his nenryear message 
that the recession had "shrivell^ 
the economy and crushed confi- 
dence." 

Dun and Bradstreet, a business 
information agency, found that 
businesses were failing at a rate of 
130 a day. 


Japan’s central bank cib 
key lending rate to 4.5 
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TOKYO (AP) — Japan's central 
bank cut its official tfiscount rate 
Monday from five per cent to 4.S 
per cent — its third reduction in 
six months to bolster a s^ging 
economy. 1 

Many analysts linked tbe cen- 
tral bank’s move to next week’s 
visit by U.S. President Bu^, who 
is expe^ed to seek action from 
Tol^ to reduce die huge trade 
snrp^ with tbe United States. 
Some J^ianese officials have cal- 
led for easier cretfit as a way to 
increase domestic demand for im- 
ports. 

"There might have been strong 
political press^ on tbe central 
baxik to lower its key lenffij^ rate 
before Preadent Bush's visit ... 
because no specific pomp-prim- 
ing measures have emergiBd yet 
tbe cabinet of (Prime NGnis- 
lerKiklu) Afiyazawa," said Susu- 
mu Noz^. an economist with 
Tokm Bank. 

Tbe central bank "moved 
quickly now to avoid tbe impre^ 
ion of having yielded to foreign 
pressure,’’ said Yukio TakahasU, 
an analyst at Wako Securities. 

But at a press conference Mc»- 
day morning. Bank of Japan 


Governor Yasnshi Mieno denied 
that tbe bank's action was con- 
nected to tbe visit. 

The key lending rate is what 
tbe Bank of Jap^ charges on 
loans to oommercial banks. The 
ba nk also cut the disoount rate by 
half a percentage pmai July 1 and 
Nov. 14. 

“With the latest reduction 
there will be a substantial impact 
(HI corporate investment, which 
has cooled recently," said Mr. 
Nozalti. 

Stocks rose strongly on the 
announcement. 

The rate cut at first streng- 
thened the dollar, whidi had 
lounged gainst the Japanese yen 
since the U.S. (fisoount rate was 
cut by one percentage point ear- 
lier tins month. 

But by late morning tbe dollar 
was trading around the level of 
Friday's dose on ejqiectadons 
that the United States would fol- 
low suit and funher cut interest 
rates. 

Tbe central bank’s rate cut is 
intended to spur Japan’s econo- 
mic growth, which has been slug- 
^sh recently. 

Some an^ysts predict growth 


next year will only be 2.2 per cei 
to 2.S per cent, down frori^ t! 
International Monetary Fun 
estimate of 3.8 per cent for 159 
A Bank of Japan survey Is 
month showed that major n;ar:i 
facnirers have revised their ter; 
■cases for pretax profits fer 
year ending March 31 shc^rp* 
downward. 

“It is tbe judgment of the ba.7 
that this action will proxicie sufJ 
cient monetary conditions :c 
achieving more balanced iior.-u 
flationaiy growth," the centr. 
bank said in a statement, 

“Bearish sentiment is 
ing among investors ns grcftt 
d^lerates," said Trade 
Kozo Watanabe. "In such ci* 
cumstances, we believe this mei 
sure is timely.” 

The finance rm'nistr^’, whic 
included a $5.62 biUion tai: Ir 
crease in the fiscal 1992 cudg: 
recently approved by the ;nbin; 
because of declining iscs. rsssipi: 
welcomed the move. 

“This cut in the disco-^-:: rsi 
will have a desirable impuc; or. a 
facets of the economy,” Finarc 
Minister Tisutomu Hata said in 
statement. 
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China’s rents rise tomorre 


« *1 • ► 


in housing reform move 


1 


BEUINC (R) — Ghina’s lead- 
ers. battling a crippling budget 
deifict, will raise rents in Beijing 
and several other areas next year 
to pu^ forward housiiig reform, 
state television said Monday. 

Tbe new system will go into 
effect Jan. 1 for residents of 
Beijing, the port city of Tianjin 
and the central province of 
Shaanxi, the television said. 

Rent rises would be "slight," it 
said. 

However, one Beijing resident 
said be had already been told bis 
rent would double from three 
yuan (56 U.S. Oisnts) a month to 
six yuan about ($1). 

TTie television gave no details 
of tbe new system. It said new 
houses would have rents on a 
different scale from old houses, 
and homes would be available for 
sale. 

Massive subsidies for housing 
and food are helping to cripfde 
China's budget, wdnd this year 
will have a defiot several billion 
yuw above tbe target of 12.3 
billion yuu ($2.27 UDion), tbe 
chief cabinet spokesman told a 
news oonference Monday. 
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OFFICE FOR SALE 

Fully automated and spacious office for sale in a prime 
commercial centre. 

For further details please call us now on 821590 
between 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 pum. 


—FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, modem kitchen, wall to 
wall carpet, own central heating, complete with 
refrigerator, washer, dish washer, colour T.V., video, 
front door intercom, telephone, ground floor with 
front garden, private car park, luxurious neighbour- 
hood in Um-Othina 

Tel.: 82179a 
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SALON PLAZA 


Announcing to our dear clients the 
services of the Italian institutional 
Graduate: 




Hairstyiest 

PLAZA HOTEL - Amman 
TeL 689869 

Please call for reservation. 
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Rents have been held extreme- 
ly low since the communists came 
to power in 1949. 

The average urban worker 
makes more than 200 yuan ($37) 
a month, including bonuses. Offi- 
cials have said ^eir goal is to 
make rents about five per cent of 
income. 

Housng reform was first prop- 
osed a deade ago as a key part of 
economic reviialisatioD. 

It has been implemented slowly 
in several areas. 

The goveniment has moved 
cautiously for fear of sparking 
inflation and social unre^. 

Moves to sell houses have 
foundered because of the ex- 
tremely low rents that make 
pmdiases uneconomical.' 

Few people, want to invest in 
propeity b^use of the low stan- 
dard of oonstroctioh aiid because 
the concept of owneiship still has 
no dear legal definition in the 
sodalist state. 

Peking’s chief spokesman said 
Monday that spuned by refonn 
and political stability, China’s 
economy posted a banner year in 
1991 — in happy contrast to 
depres^n and politiral chaos 
sweeping other parts of the 
world. 

State Coundi (cabinet) ^kes- 
man Yuan Mu painted a rosy 
picture of record productum. 
overfulfilled growth targets, 
stable pri(%s and low inflation, 
and said 1992 would be even 
better. 


“We enjoy political 
and this provides a very tmpe-* 
tant precondition and guaram;: 
for the stable development cf oi 
economy he told a nevfs cor.fe 
ence. 

"niis contrasts skar^iy v.-;* 
the slow growth of tflj wo:, 
economy and the instabii::^' Ln 
turbulence in some other 
fries and regions." he slic, 
Mr. Yuan said Beijing's dec 
.sion to promote economic reiser 
while suppressing politics! disser 
after the failed pro-dembcra< 
protests of 1989 had helped Cain 
to set its eoomnny on a course \ 
“normal development.’* ' 
"From 1989 to 1991, ws h=. 
basically adiieved our targeU f; 
economic retrenchment.'' he. .vi: 
adding that the officii austen; 
programme set in place in la* 
' 1988 to curb massive inflation h: 
''’achieved its goal. 

Mr. Yuan said China’s gre 
national product (GNP) groon 
in 1991 would hit seven per cen 
for outstrif^Mg tbe cautious 4 
per cent estimate state planriC 
set at the beginning of the ye£L 
Industrial production fretr. e*. 
terprises outside of rnral are; 
would grow by 13.2 per cen 
more tbu double the early est 
mate of six per cent, he said. 

Mr. Yuan glossed over critic 
problems placing the mammoi 
and unproductive state sec:c 
which has been sucking up bi 
lions of dollars in state sul^d:< 




TALK OF THE TO 


DISCOTHEQUE i 

Tonight.Tonight.Tonight 7 
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Come and join us on the New Yearls 
Eve for only JD 15 per person Iff 
eluding tax, free champagne drink 
fun party pack. 

Limited tickets are available. 

Wishing everyone a Happy New Ye 


m 


• •• 
'1 

!. -'A. * r , 


THE 


HOTEL 

INTER; CONTINENTAL 
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THE NEW YEAR • 
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special' offer 

31. 12 .1991 

ROOM FOR THE NIGHT 
INCLUDING champagne 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO p>ERSONS 

ONLY JD 30.000 

PLUS 10% GOVT. TAX 
Sc 10?S SERVICE CHARGE 
CO.NTACT 
641361 
EXT. 222 
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New commoiiwealth moves 
hesitantly into. 1st major trial 


‘Georgian rebels to storm parliament’ 


Minsk, Byelorussia (R) — The 
^mmonvrealth of Independent 
States, frail successor to the old 
Soviet Union, faced its first trial 
Monday when leaders met to 
discuss disputes on economic and 
militaiy policy. 

_ Russian President Boris Yelt> 
sin flew into the Byelorussian 
capita! Minsk, insisting the new 
11-nation coalition was strong. 

Asked what issues threatened 
its future, Mr. Yeltsin, pivotal 
fi^re in the commonwealth, re- 
plied brusquely: "Nothing and no 
one.” 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk, who has the power to 
make or break the community, 
appeared more sceptical. "We 
must wait and see what kind of 
commonwealth it is and only then 
talk about signing any joint char- 
ter,” he told Interfax News Agen- 

cy- 

The commonwealth was for- 
mally founded nine days ago after 
the final collapse of the ^year- 
old Soviet state. The move 
marked the end of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's rule but 
held out hopes that the some 
form of alliance between Rusaa 
and Ukraine could be salvaged. 

That alliance now appears in- 
creasingly in question. 

A spokesman for Kazakhstan's 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
said the republics, having thrown 
off the control of the centralised 


Soviet state, were wary of any 
Russian domination. 

"Russia must not be our big 
brother,” he said. "But there is 
no way around a single eco- 
nomy.” 

Ukrainian President Kravdiuk 
shook two of the common- 
wealth's central pillars before 
Monday's meeting started. 

On economic and defence poli- 
cy, both of crucial importance to 
the international communi^, he 
appeared at loggerheads widi his 
powerful Russian counterpart 
and other republics. 

Mr. Kravchuk told reporters 
the idea of a common rouble 
currency, agreed earlier by Com- 
monwealth republics, now 
appeared to be a "fiction.” 

Ukraine, he said, would take 
measures to protect its economy 
when Russia freed prices to mar- 
ket levels on Jan. 2 — a day that 
may strain the fibre of the new 
community as well as arousing 
tensions within Russia itself. 

He said Ukraine, with its 
powerful industrial and agricultu- 
ral base, would not join Russia in 
radical price reforms Thursday. 

"We move to a market by a 
somewhat different path.” he 
said. Ukrainian price tefonns 
were expected on Jan. 10. 

The liberalisation of prices on 
Jan. 2 could exert great strains on 
the Ukrainian economy. Higher 
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Imelda Marcos to take over party 

MANILA (AP) — Former first lady Imelda Marcos was endorsed 
Monday by her late husband's political party as its candidate for 
president in next May's elections. Mrs. Marcos avoided making a 
categorical announcement that she would nin in the May 11 
election but told about 300 members of the New Sodety 
Movement that "what the people ask me to do, Imelda will do.” 
The • delegates chanted "Imelda, Imelda” after unanimously 
approving resolutions declaring the widow of President Ferdinand 
^^^cos as leader of the party and its candidate to succeed 
Preadent Corazon Aquino. Those who attended Monday's 
convention were die-hard supporters of Mrs. Marcos, and ^ 
outcome of the session was never in doubt. "I am open (to 
running)," Mrs. Marcos told reporters afterward. ‘T am not 
disregarding nor obsessing for it.” Mrs. Marcos said she would 
talk with other opposition presidential hopefuls, including 
businessman Eduardo "Danding” Cojuangco, Vice President 
Salvador Laurel and Sen. Ju^ Ponce Enrile, to see if they could 
agree on a single candidate!^ 

Panic causes 8 deaths at U.S. rap game 

NEW YORK (AP) — The subterranean gymanstum where ei ght 
people died in a crush to get inside for a charity basketball game 
was jammed with as many as 2,000 people beyond its legal 
capacity, police said Sunday. "It was oversold,” said Mayor 
David Dinkins. In addition to the eight deaths, cozens were 
injured Saturday night at the diarity evenly staged at uty College 
by rap music stars. After viewing videotape shot from the 
bleachers during the melee, police said the gym in Harlem held up 
to 2,000 people mcHe than its legal capacity of 2,730. De^ite the 
overcrowding, tidtets were stiU teing sold at the door, said Mario 
■Salva^, a police patrol chief. Charles Hirsdi, chief medkal 
exarmner, said the victims all were asphyxiated — "squeezed 
front to back” — in the stairwell leading to the basement gym. 
They induded three women and five men and ranging in age from 
.16 to 28. 

Corsican separatists blow up villas 

AJACCIO, Corsica (R) — Corsican separatists blew up 30 
holiday villas on the East Coast of the island overnight after the 
independence movement pledged to step up its campaign againct 
Frenr^ rule. Police said a commando group first led a watchman 
and his family to saf^ and dien Idd explosives in a holiday 
village of 54 villas built near Sorbo Ocagnano. Bomb disposal 
experts defused seven charges that bad not yet gone off. The 
attack was announced by members of the separatist movement 
FLNC, who summoned journalists to a secret midni^t news 
oonferenoe to tell them die group was escalating its c am paign. 

Turner names Time’s Man of the Year 

NEW YORK (AP) — American media mogul Ted Turner was 
named Time magazine's Man of the Year Satmday by editors who 
cited the impact of his CiMe News Network’s (CNN) live 
televiskm coverage of events around the globe. Mr. Torner, S3, 
was halted as a **visionary” whose network changed the definition 
of news "frcHn somednng that has happened to somethii^ that is 
bai^iening at the very moment yon are bearing of it,** the news 
mafflrine said. "For mSneoemg the dynamic of events and 
turning viewers in 150 countries into instant witnesses of history, 
Robert Edward Turner III is Tune's Man of the Year for 1991,” 
the magaziiie oonduded. Mr. Tutdct, whose Adanta-bas^ 
ThTner Broadcasting System Inc. also operates TWoer Network 
Tetevtskm and CaUe snperstation WTBS, said be was “extremefy 
hononred*’ by the aw;^, bat credited his employees for fa» 
company’s success. “These dedicat e d individuals share a common 
goal of informing, entertaining and in^riring andtenoes aronnd 
the worid with quality progranniiing,*' he said. "In accepting this, 
honom, 1 salute their efforts.” 

Actress Cassandra Harris dies 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Anstialian actress Cassandra Harris, who 
played ex-mistress of her real-life husband, Pieroe Borsnau, in the 
U.S. television series Remington Steele, ched Saturday of cancer, 
bm pnblk^ agent said. Harris, 39, waged a fonr-year battle 
y gMturt ovarian cancer and Brosnan stopj^ working to care ^ 
her and tb^ three duidren, the publicist, Dick Gnttman, said. 
She died at the University of Southern California Cancer Centre 
in Angeles, where she had been treated for several weeks. 
"Her courage and strength during her illness made it earier frir 
riiose who loved her,” Gnttman said. Harris ai^jeaied with Roger 

• Moore in the James Bond film For Your Eyes Only in 19^. 
Harris was a ctnkl actress in Sydney and met -Brosnan udien she 
went to London to join the Natkni^ Theatre. In beMreen str^ 
Mmeaiaooes, she had leading roles in British televiskm prodne- 

. tions. indiiding All Out At Kangaroo Valtey and The Boy Me^ 
s ffri fts. Sbe played Steele's ex-mistress, Felicia, in the trieviaon 
series Remington Steele, but she limit^ her acting in the United 
States so she could bring up her children, Charlotte, 19, 
Ouistoplier, 18, and Sean, seven. 


prices in Russia could move many 
Russians to buy up goods in 
Ukrainian shops. It would also 
tempt Ukrainian farmers to 
evacte border controls and sell 
their produce on the territory of 
the neighbouring republic. 

Ukraine is moving to introduce 
special coupons as a fonn of 
partial replacement currency to 
protect Its stocks at a time when 
shortages are dogging the entire 
fOTmeT Soviet Union. 

Ukraine and Russia also dis- 
agree over the future of the 
armed forces that had served the 
Soviet state. 

"All non-strategic forces in the 
Black Sea Fleet should belong to 
Ukraine,” Mr. Kravchuk said be- 
fore the meeting. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who 'moved into 
Gorbachev’s Kremlin office four 
days ago, refuses to accept this. 

"Historically, the Black Sea 
Fleet was always Russian. But 
probably Ukraine has some right 
Ip lay claim to some part of it," 
he said. 

The Black Sea Fleet, a vita! 
arm of what was once the Soviet 
Navy, is based in the Ukrainian 
port of Sevastopol. 

Mr. Yeltsin suggested the 
Soviet Armed Forces should be 
reformed into commonwealth 
forces over a transitional period 
of about three years. 

The Russian president insists 
the commonwealth should retain- 


a united system of armed forces. 
But Ukraine plans its own army 
and agrees to co-operation only 
over strategic weapons based on 
its territory. 

White accepting that Mr. Yelt- 
sin should have central control 
over the nuclear arms based in 
four republics. Mr. Kravchuk is 
demanding more dearly defined 
veto rights over their use. 

The talks appeared to make 
little progress in the initial two- 
houT-spell set aside to cover a 
10-point agenda ranging from fi- 
nance to economic reform and 
military matters. 

Leaders agreed only on the 
first agenda point — the creation 
of co-ordinating bodies — before 
adjouring for a half-hour break. 
Talks then resumed. 

The leaders were also expected 
to discuss a bloody conflict be- 
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia 
over the territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a largely Ahnenian 
endave situation within Azerbai- 
jan and ruled from the Azerbai- 
jani capital, Baku. 

TASS News Agency said an 
Azerbaijani tank column had 
taken up portion on the edge of 
the territory’s capital, Stepa- 
nakert, during the night, and was 
shelling the dty. 

It said people had been killed 
in the shelling, but gave no fi- 
gures. 


Yugoslav army keeps 
up attack on Karlovac 


ZAGREB (R) — The Yugoslav 
army kept up a relentless bom- 
bardment of the key Croatian 
town of Karlovac into the night, 
turning it into the main flashpoint 
of fighting in the breakaway re- 
public. 

"In the past few days. Karlovac 
has become the main battlefield 
in Croatia,” Croatian radio said. 

Karlovac, 55 kilometres south 
west of Zagreb, is a crucial link 
between the Croatian capital and 
the republic’s south, induding the 
Adriatic coast. 

Police in Karlovac told Reuters 
by tete]Aone that the town was 
constantly bombarded through- 
out Sunrtey and explosions were 
continuing into the night. 

"It’s quiet for about 10 minutes 


and then 30 or 40 shells come 
down at once,” the duty officer at 
the police station said. "They are 
falling everywhere on every part 
of the town. 

"It gets quiet just long enough 
for people to feel secure and 
leave their shelters.” 

The offensive against Karlovac 
and rocket attach on Zagreb's 
suburbs this weekend marked a 
serious escalation in fighting be- 
tween Croatia and the Serried 
federal army. 

Croatia said surface-to-surfaoe 
misriles fired by the army were 
responsible for six loud explo- 
sions in Zagreb Sunday. Western 
journalists visited the rite of two 
of the c/.plosions and saw craters 
and damage to houses. 


End of an era comes for 

U.S. army in Europe 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. army has quietly begun an 
exodus from Europe — a shift in 
reonit weeks that brought home 

40.000 soldten, 48,000 spouses 
and cfaOdiea, 10,000 pets and 

15.000 cars. 

The rednetioD in forces, made 
possible fay the end of die cold 
war but put on hdd during die 
Golf war, is in fall swii^ 

Some days, as many as 500 
military men and women leave 
tfaeiT posts. No one replaces 
them. 

Gen. Gordon Sullivan, the 
army’s top general, said foe move 
reflects tte reduced Soviet threat 
and changed U.S. military 
strategy, which relies mme on 
forces based at benne to deal with 
crises around the globe. 

"It is a fo ffer e nt world in 1992 
than the worid of the last 40 
years," the four-star general said 
in an interview. "We would be 
ftK^ish not to respond.” 

Flans for tbe “drawdown” of 
army forces in Europe means that 
by 1995, its four divisions of 
213 JXn soldten wiU be slashed to 
two. divisions made up of 92,000 
men and womoi. Orenill, smne 


150,000 U.S. mfihary peisonnel 
are to remain in Europe, but 
budget pressures may force even 
steeper cuts.- 

Most of the soldien leave 

• 

Eorope for assignments in tbe 
Unit^ States if they’re not bang 
reteased from active duty, offi- 
cials say. 

Some critics of the nuihaiy’s 
involvement overseas say foe 
moves cant come fast enough. 

*T don’t think anybody thinks 
that foere’s going to be ... War- 
saw Pact troops rolling across tbe 
Rhine, and yet we- till have 
massive numbers of people still 
sitting around there,” Rep. Piitri- 
cia Schroeder, D-Colora^, told 
reporters recently. ’The way we 
are deployed now just dcim’t 
make sense.” 

The army had planned to begin 
moving tens of thousands troops 
homeward much earlier, but op- 
erations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm palled 76,000 troops from 
Europe to Sanfo Arabia. 

Now, transfers' have increased 
in foe last weeks of 1991. 

Army officials say 40,000 
troops left European posts, most 
in Crennany, by the rad of 1991. 


TBILISI, Georgia (R) — A 
senior Georgian rebel comman- 
der said Monday his forces were 
preparing to storm tbe Trans- 
Caucasian republic’s parliament 
where President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia has been under siege' 
for more than a week. 

Fighting raged along Rustaveli 
Avenue, tbe main thoroughfare 
in the capital. Tbilisi, through the 
morning. 

But it was not clear whether 
rebel National Guards, backed by 
the shadowy Mkhedrioni (horse- 
men) opposition ^oup. had the 
power to force their way into the 
fortified complex. 

Rebel guard Major Gela Lanctaava 
told Reuters opposition forces 
had launched a successful 
counter-attack through the dty 
centre after losing some positions 
to government forces fighting 
from their base in the parliament. 

Asked if they were now pre- 
paring to storm the parliament, he 


said: "Yes.” 

Speaking outside rebel head- 
quarters at tbe opposite end of 
Rustaveli Avenue from parlia- 
ment. Major Lanchava said his 
National Guards were being 
backed by the Mkhedrioni. an 
underground opposition group 
which daims several thousand 
supporters, i 

At least half a dozen armoured 
personnel carriers were stationed 
on the avenue and some large- 
calibre machinegt^ were visible 
at strategic locations. 

Rebels, some wearing helmets 
and others in distinctive black 
woollen hats, crouched at comers 
with rocket-and grenade- 
launchers. automatic rifles and 
other weapons. 

"We have enough equipment.” 
Major Lanchava said. "The 
Mkhedrioni brought this and are 
fighting with us. 

"iaba Ioseliani (the Mkhed- 
rioni leader) took everything he 


had and handed it over to us.” 

As he spoke, rebels were fol- 
lowing up the counter attack 
around the Hotel Tbilisi, their 
headquarters before it was des- 
troyed by fire. 

* ‘ Kutaisi , Kutaisi , Kutaisi 
they should as a battalion from 
the provindal Georgian dty of 
that name mo\%d into action, 
crossing Rustaveli Avenue and 
advancing towards the Hotel 
Tbilisi. 

"They (Gamsakhurdia forces) 
went into attack in the morning 
and occupied some of our posi- 
tions. A few minutes ago we took 
them back.” Major Lanchava 
said. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia’s men. who 
have been resisting rebel attacks 
for more than a week, widened 
their area of oontroi after opposi- 
tion military leaders bad started 
to unite against him and called for 
his resignation at the weekend. 



Khmer Rouge leader back in Phnom Penh 


PHNOM PENH (AP)— A hated 
Khmer Rouge leader who nar- 
rowly escape being lynched last 
month returned under heavy 
guard Monday and joined the first 
government-guerrilla meeting on 
carrymg out a peace treaty to end 
their 13-year-old dvil war. 

The C^bodian factions* and 
five worid powers urged tbe Un- 
ited Nations to send its foil 
peacekeeping force to Cambofoa 
as soon as possible because recent 
unrest has threatened foe accord, 
said guerrilla spokesman Pol 


Ham. 

An estimated 10,000 U.N. 
peacekeepers axe to be dispatdi- 
ed to Cambodia to monitor foe 
truce and disarm foe factions but 
so far only a small advance con- 
tingent has arrived. 

Tbe meeting at tire royal palace 
was the first on Cambofoan soil of 
the Supreme National Cbondl 
(SNC). Tbe reconefliation body 
comprises leaders of tbe 
Vietnamese-goveniment and its 
guerrilla opponents the Khmer 


Rouge and two non-Commnnist 
factions. 

Tbe meeting bad been post- 
poned twice — first after tbe 
attempt on Khieu Samphan’s lifie, 
then after anti-corruption pro- 
tests by students and civil ser- 
vants erupted into riots two 
weeks ago. 

A Nov. 27 meeting w^ cancel- 
ied after a mob shouting 
"murderer” stormed tire Khmer 
Rouge villa in Phnom Penh and 
nearly lyndied Khme r Rouge 
Presi^nt Khieu Sampban. 


Movement seen in Salvador peace talks 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. negotiators worked against 
the clock to carve out a peace 
accord that would rad El Salva- 
dor’s civil war by New Year’s 
Eve. 

But Secrotaiy-GeneraJ Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, who retires on 
Dec. 31 after two five-year terms 
in office, left little hope Sunday 
that a final agreement would be 
completed by (hen. 

"We don’t expect a ceremony 
here on Dec. 31 (when) bells will 
li^ and flags will be raised,” be 
said of the talks between the 
government and tbe rebel Fara-‘ 
bundo Marti National Liberation 
Front (FMLN)- 

Instead, he said he was aiming 
at "substantive irreversible'' 
accords that could be signed in 
1992. 

(£s chief mediator, Alvaro De 
Soto, told reporters after talks 
ended for the day: "There is 


movement, the ball is rolling, it is 
rolling.” 

' He said the arrival Sunday of 
Salvadoran President Alfredo 
Cxistiani was cxuctal. 

“CTeaiiy President Cristiani’s 
presence here makes a huge dif- 
ference in terms of of 

decisions,” Mr. De Soto said. 

Tbe New Year’s Eve riaariiina is 
self-imposed by ail parses who 
wish to see Mr. Perez de Cndlar, 
a Peruvian, finish foe talks before 
his successor. Dr. Boui^ Ghali 
of ^ypt, assumes office* Wednes- 
day. 

Progress, according to diplo- 
mats. was achieved in each of the 
major disputed areas, with none 
of them totally resolved. 

Negotiators have been concen- 
trating on reduction of the Salva- 
doran Armed Forces, creation of 
a new national police force and 
economic and social issues snefa 
as land reform. 


The FMLN has been reluctant 
to lay down its arms until it is 
convinced the S3,000-member 
aimy, accused of gross human 
rights abases, is restructured and 
security forces dominated by foe 
army are phased out 

The government wants im- 
mediate demobilisation of tbe 
FMLN. 

Amid a day of talks between 
various grouimgs of the com- 
batants, a fa^-level party of U.S. 
officials qjoke to Mr. O^ani as 
well as ambassadors from Mex- 
ico, Colomlria, ^rain and Vene- 
zuela, who have been acting as 
advisers in the ocgotiatioiis. 

In an effort to give momentum 
to foe talks. Western difdomats 
said the United States was con- 
sidering a major reconstruction 
plan for Ei Sdvador after accords 
were signed that would include 
J^ian a^ European Commmiity 
members. • 


Pakistani tribunai exonerates 
poiiticians in aiieged rape 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — 
A judicial tribunal has cleared tbe 
son-in-law of President Gfanlam 
Ishaq Khan of charges that he- 
ploct^ foe gang-rape of a dose 
fiiend of former Prime Mhuster 
Benarir Bhutto. 

The woman’s father, promin- 
'ent potitidanl Shaufcat Hyatt, 
vow^ Monday to cany out the 
death sentence foat a tribal oounefl 
passed on lifanullah Marwal and 
ofoers accused of involvement in 
foe November inddrat. 

Veena Hyatt, 38, accuse d Mar- 
wat of orefaestratiog the nightlong 
attack by five masked gunmen. 
Mr. Maiwat also is an adviser to 
chief Minister Jam Saddiq Ali of 
Sindh province, Ms. Bhutto’s 
political enemy. 

Ms. Bhutto has contended the 
attack was a "surrogate rape” of 
her and was aiiiied at diminishing 
foe influence of her left-leaning 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPF). 
The attack occurred during a 
two-week crackdown on party 
activists in viiich hundreds erf her 
supporters were arrested. Mr. 
Marwat vehemently denied tbe 


charges. A judicial tribunal beard 
testimony from police about foe 
attack, but Ms. Hyatt denounced 
the tribunal as a ^oy to conceal 
Mr. Marwat’s involvement aiKf 
foiirade his dau^fer to testily. 

In the ruling issued late Sun- 
day, Justice Abdul Rahim Kari 
demed Mr. Marwat of involve- 
ment and said be did not have 
enough evidenoe to detenninie 
whether a rape had occurred. 

In addition, he said, "it can be 
assumed foat there would hardly 
be any political motive behind the 
alleged inddrat.” 

Hyatt on Monday reiter- 
ated his contempt for the tribun- 
al. "1 said from the ba nnin g i 
had no faith in a tribunal that haH 
been set up by those who are 
supposedly in charge of law and 
order in Sindh.” he said. 

“The eyes of government may 
be closed, but God is great and 
sees aU. InsbaJlafa (God willing), 
justice will be done,” be said. 

He referred to tbe death sent- 
ence on tbe rape partidpants 
issued two weeks ago by eiders of 


his powerful Khattar tribe. 

Ms. Hyatt said she was dragged 
by the from room to room of 
her home and raped repeatedly 
by five masked men daring a 
12-hoar ordeal. She said Mr. 
Marwat’s name was mentioned 
her attadeexs, who repeatedly 
ariced her about her friendship 
with Ms. Bhutto. 

Ms. Hyatt said they wanted to 
know why she virited Ms. Bhutto 
and what she did while with her. 

For almost two weeks, demon- 
strations were held daily through- 
out Pakistan to protest the 
aiieged attadt on Ms. Hyatt and 
nfoat feminists decribed as an 
increase in politically motivated 
attacks on women. 

Ms. Bhutto says several female 
party workers have been sexually 
assaulted to send a message to the 
party leadership. 

Pakistan’s penalty for rape is 
stonmg to death, but the law 
requires there be four mate wit- 
nesses to tbe rape for a conviction 
or that a signi^ confession be 
made by foe r^risL 


New Vietnam constitution removes basic Socialist rights 


HANOI (R) — \^etnam Monday 
unveiled a draft constitution that 
rcaffinns one-party Communist 
rate but removes basic Socialist 
lights and formalises free market 
ec on o mi c refonns. 

Tbe docurnent, prompted by 
the worldwide collapse of sodaL 
ism, aims to increase the power of 
tbe elected National Assembly 
while curbing the influence of the 
Co rnmnnis t Party, officials and a 
member of tiie assembly said. 

Tte draft, replac^ the current 
1980 uunstitution, is expected to 
be ratified by Che National 
Assembly in April. 

' “Over the last decade, tbe 
worid has witnessed p rofoun d 
and aU-fOund changes,” Nguyen 
Huy Uitic, a member of the 
Constitution Editing Committee, 
tcrid a Hanoi news cooforence 
announcing the draft. 

“Many artides and provirions 
in foe present constitution are no 
longer suitable and ^ rp r opri ate 
for renewal and refonn erf our" 


party." 

He said the revised constitution 
would be a baris for new laws foat 
"will help us to get our country 
out of ail crises and dignities 
and achieve our objective — 
namely sodalrsm as our people 
have chosen.” 

However, tbe draft formalises 
capitalist-style economic reforms 
ai^ removes basic socialists rights 
guaranteed under tbe {sevious 
constitution, indufong t^ right 
to work, to housing, free health 
care and eduction. 

"We deemed thai we are not 
able to realise or implement th(»e 
artides,” Mr. Thuc said. 

For example, be said, “even 
among state, employees, only ab- 
out 30 per cent are provided witii 
bouses by tbe state. So if we still 
maintain tbe artides that dtizens 
are entitled to bousidg, I think it 
is no longer appropriate.” 

'the draft says foe state can 
offer exemptions on school and 
hospital and jencourages 


Tbe assembly will elect a presi- 
dent as bead of state who will also 
have increased powers and foe 
right, along wifo the Coundl of 
State whiefa he beads, to issue 
ctocrees between assembly ses- 
sions. 

Tbe draft formalises tbe prind- 
ples of open market economic 
reforms firat adojrfied in the 1980s 
while %ting that the economy 
remains “Socialist-orientated.” 

It protects tbe assets of fexeign 
coc^anies, guaranteeing them 
■against nationalisation, mid for- 
malises the right of foreigners to 
live and work in Vietnam. 

The draft says tbe state re tain^ 
ownership of land, but it can 
allocate plots to organisations 
and individnals for long-term use 
and people are entitled to be- 
queath Irad or transfer that right. 

Tbe draft fonnafises the right 
of Vietnamese lo travel freely 
overseas, to invest money abroad 
and to make diiect contacts with 
foreign companies to do busine^. 


citizens to build bouang. 

Although it has begun to 
attract private foreign invest- 
ment, Vietnam's economy has 
suffered greatly from years of 
Socialist mismanagement fol- 
lowed by a cut in aid from the 
former Soviet Bloc. 

Mr. Thuc said the draft aimed 
at “political renewal ... but we 
are not going to cany out political 
reform in a sweeping manner. We 
want to have firm steps and mea- 
sures in order to ensure political 
stability inride tbe coon try.” 

A National Assembly official 
told Reuters Friday that foe con- 
stitutional ebafages had been 
proo^ted by events in tbe former 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, where Communist 
imes tumbled. % 

"We have teained from foe 
events so that we can avoid dis- 
order and chaos in our country,** 
Tran Xuan Anh said. 

The draft was intended fo re- 
duce Communist Party interfer- 


eooe in adunnistxation and maif^ 
government more effictent 

In future, Mr. Anh said, the 
party would continue to set foe 
general political line but law- 
making was the job of the Nation- 
al Assembly and the party must 
obey the law. 

liie assembly, although in. 
theory the highest state body, has 
existed merely to rubber stemp 
Communist F^uty directives. 

Communist abuse of power 
and influence- peddling has 
caused widespread resentment 
and the party has purged 
thousands of members in recent 
years in an effort to dean up its 


Under foe draft, tire National 
Assembly is to oonveoe three 
times a year instead of two arul 
elect fewer, better qualified, 
legates. 

It will ^rpoint a prime miiiister 
with grea^ increased dedrioo- 
making powers, who will choose 
a cabmet 


Spanish king cuts 
short holiday 

BAQUEIRA, Spain (AP) -- 
King Joan Carlo^ cot short his 
anniiaf skiing holidsy nftor twist- 
ing his kneo on the slopes of this 
Pyrenean resort. An oiit-of-con- 
trol skier barreled into Joan 
ICarios, knocking him down and 
cannng what appeared to be a 
minor injmy to his ri^t knee^ a 
I royal spokesman told the Spanish 
I News Agency (EFF) - The 
{ qx>kesman said the king was xest- 
I ing in his vacation home near the 
nortfaeastera Spanish resort but 
planned to retiini to Madrid for 
X-rays. Queen Sofia and 
youngest Daughter Cristina spent 
the morning on the slopes. The 
royals had origtnaiiy planned to 
stay at Baqueira through next 
we^end. 

t 

Fur coats for the 
homeless — in sunny 
California? 

I 

SANTA ANA, Califbrma (R) — 
More than 30 women were w^- 
ing around this posh Los Angeles 
suburb Tuesday sporting fur 
coats. It’s not an unnsual sight in 
southern California where they 
are worn as a mark of prestige 
rather than to keep out foe cold 
— but these women are bpme- 
less. The furs, all used, were a ^ft 
to the women from a local foniim, 
Ted Bizalds, who explained tiiat 
be wanted to do something for 
the homeless at Christmas. The 
women didn’t care foat fur coast 
aren’t a dire necessity during south- 
ern California’s winter, when the 
temperature averages about 65 
degrees Fahrenheit (18 degri 
C^lrins) and rarely fells below 
F (10 C). The coats, they said, 
made them feel good, and when- 
you have no money and no home 
'and it is Christmas, feeling good 
is important. *‘it’s always bran a 
fentasy to have a coat. Just 
wearning it makes me feel ^>e- 
dal,” said Simone Leone, 
was draped in a ftifl length mink. 
Bettie Williams agre^. "Ibis 
(coat) makes me feel important, 
and 1 needed that,” she said. Tbe 
coat'a-were delivered to foe 
women as a surprise as they sat 
down to (firmer at a local shelter. 

CIcciolina passes 
political torch 
to co-star 

MILAN (R) — “Ciccioliiia," Ita- 
fy’s contioverrial parliamentarian 
ujbo made a fortune in movies, is 
ngtirming fo foe private life of a 
porn star. Bat those quirky Ita- 
fian voters who elected her five 
years ago need not worry. Her 
protege Moana Pozzi, who has 
co-starred with Cicciolina in 
many baidoore films, will be nm- 
niiig to succeed her in the hal- 
lowed halls of foe Rome’s Cham- 
ber of Deputies. Godolina. (fittle 
cnddly one) whose real name is 
Dona Stalter, announced through 
her manager foat she would not 
seek re-election to foe seat she 
won (xn foe Radical Party ticket 
Ms. Staller, Foza, and mana^ 
Riccaxdo Sciiiodu last September 
founded the "Party Of Love,” 
whose stated object is to "briiig 
love to parliamenL” Mr. Sduc- 
chi, whose business as porn en- 
tr^reneur and agent has re- 
ceived massive pnbilidty since 
Ms. StaOer was elected, raid Ms. 
Pdm would ran in Milan for a 
seat in parliament in spring elec- 
tions. *T believe that society 
neefo more love,’ Ms. POzzi, 
wearily a low-cut dress, told a 
i news conference called to 
I annonnoe her candidacy. "I will 
do everything pbyric^y posril^ 
to bring love into parliamenh^ 

China issues ‘birth 
control cards’ 
to migrant workers 

PEKING (R) — China has 
raacted new i^es requiring mil- 
Sons of migrant workers to cany 
"birth control cards” to prove 
fo^ are obeying the one-diild- 
per-fe^y policy, the official Chi- 
na Daily said. Tlie cards, to in- 
dnde inidnnation <» the bearer's 
marital status, birth record and 
use (rf birth control, must be 
[absented before a migrant work- 
CT may take a job, seek a bnriness 
licence or af^Iy for a leridenoe 
permit. Tl^ wiH be issaed to 
most (rf China’s estimated 70 mOw 
lion migrant workers, who in fite 
past have often managed to evade 
foe govenunent’s {nrtfa comrol 
team to have foibiddra seonid, 
third and fourth babies, tiie news- 
paper sakL Drawn by tte promise 
of abetter fife in bo oming crvmetai 
le^ous, million of migrants from 
China’s hinteilaiid have fWyyted 
into eastern cities surih as Peking, 
Sian^ted and Canton to 
temporary jobs on construction 
projects and in factoxies. 
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